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Preface

The Chinese have a long history and inherit abundant
humanistic thoughts and wisdom. As time progresses, our
culture is becoming ever richer and more diverse, Whether
Chinese culture can take root and be passed down to future
generations depends on whether we are faithfully writing
down the vast and profound contents of the culture and

promoting the education of overseas Chinese,

The OCAC has endeavored to sponsor cultural and
educational activities in overseas Chinese communities.
We have compiled a series of Chinese language textbooks
and put them in print. Theses materials enable overseas
Chinese to understand Chinese culture, raise their language
abilities. Despite of changes in time, they can still gain
ancestors’ wisdom from history, and learn the Chinese

philosophy of getting along with people.

OCAC Republic of China(Taiwan)
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Chuang-tzu Tries to Borrow
Some Food from a Friend

The great Taoist philosopher Chuang-tzu came from a very poor family.
He was often so hard up that he had no grain whatever with which to
prepare food. On one occasion when his rice bin was once again completely
empty, he had no choice but to try to borrow some grain from his friend, the
Marquis of Chien-ho.

Chuang-tzu left his own house and arrived the following day at the
marquis’'s house. He explained to his friend his reason for coming.
Chuang-tzu was surprised when the latter responded, “5o you want to
borrow some grain? Fine, no problem. I'll quickly go out to my fiefdoms
and collect my taxes. After the taxes are collected I'll certainly loan you
some money so that you can buy some food. What do you say — will this
do?”

Chuang-tzu heard this and knew it was the marquis’ way of dragging his
feet and refusing the request. Chuang-tzu's facial expression changed and
he became greatly angered. He told the following story to the marquis.

“Yesterday, as [ was hurrying on my way over to your house, [ heard a
voice along the road eryving, ‘Help! Save me!’ [ turned back to look and saw
a fish that somehow had become stranded in an almost completely dried up
puddle in a wheel rut in the road. I asked, ‘Fish, what are you doing
there?’ It answered, ‘Sir, [ am the government minister for the Eastern Sea
in charge of the waves on the ocean. I have unfortunately become stranded
in this wheel rut. Do you have a little water to give me to save my life?’
Said I, ‘Fine, no problem. [I'll immediately travel southward to the states
of Wu and Yueh and persuade their kings to send up workers and dig canals
so that the waters of the Yangtze River can be diverted to where you are
now and carry you back to your home in the sea. Will this do?' The fish
became so angry that its face turned blue. Said the fish, ‘I need water now!
I'll dry up and die soon if I don't get any. You could save me now with a
little water, but you won't give me any. Instead, you talk nonsense about
digging canals! When you finally do get around to helping me, you might
as well look for me in the fish market!'"

(From Chuang-tzu)
Moral
What people in poverty need is immediate and concrete help, not a lot of




high-flown moral preaching or empty words. No matter how fine sounding the
moral advice is, it will not satisfy real

and immediate needs. This fable also

(( a-ln\ makes fun of stingy rich people who

disguise their meanness and try
to appear generous by using
fine words and empty talk.
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A Jade Disk and an Infant

After the state of Chia was destroyed by the state of Chin, the people of
Chia fled as refugees. Ome of them was an upright man named Lin Hui,
who carried his infant on his back and fled in panie along with all the others.
Lin Hui owned an extremely expensive jade disk, but left it behind in his
house when he fled instead of carrying it out with him.

When people learned of this they said to him, “As far as price is
concerned, an infant is the most worthless thing there is, It's a lot of
trouble. You have to feed it and take care of it. It cries and fusses, and
gives people no end of bother. Why did you leave such a valuable jade disk
at home and bring along this troublesome infant instead?”

Lin Hui answered, “I only treasured that jade disk because of its
monetary value. But this child is my own flesh and blood, and my
relationship with it is one of nature. If I am brought together with
something because of a relationship of material worth or utility, then in
times of difficulty or calamity the thing and I will become separated from
one another. For example, if | had an urgent need for money I could take
that jade disk and sell it. And right now I am busy fleeing from disaster
and cannot be concerned about that disk, so I left it behind. But if [ am
brought together with something because of a relationship of nature, utility
or material worth is never the question. In times of difficulty and calamity
we will not abandon each other, but on the contrary will love and help each
other all the more. This is the case now, when my only thought is to
remove my child from this war zone to safety. Ewven if it gives me trouble,
I'll love and protect it just the same. You see, mutual abandonment and
mutual love and protection are two very different sets of circumstances!”

(From Chuang-tzu)
Moral

Our relationships with our families and friends are extremely precious, and

are thus different from our relationships with money. Meonetary wealth is

determined by the measure of its utility, but our relationships with friends and
relatives are priceless treasures.
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The Princess Chooses a Husband

There was once a very beautiful princess in a kingdom long ago. Her
father the king thought she was old enough to marry, so he asked her what
requests she wanted in a husband.

The princess said, “I have no special demands. If anyone can prove to
me that he is both a poor man and a rich man at the same time, and can
secure my trust in him, I will give myself in marriage to him.”

The king then proclaimed this message to all the people of the realm.

When the appointed day came, many people gathered outside the king's
palace, including young men from many places who had come in response to
the king's proclamation. Among them were princes from neighboring
countries, sons of high officials and aristocrats, as well as some poor young
fellows. Taking the princess to the throne and seating himself with her,
the king said to the assembled crowd, “Now young men, each of you come
forward individually and explain why you are a poor man while at the same
time a rich man. We'll see which of you can win the princess’' hand in
marriage.”

A prince stepped forth and said in a straightforward and confident
manner, “I am a prince. I am rich beyond measure, but if I could win the
princess’ hand in marriage, I would hand all of my riches over to her. This
way, | would become the poorest of all men.”

The princess said, “How could a man with such wealth be willing to give
it all away to another? This I do not believe.”

One young man after another came forward in this manner. Some
could say only that they were rich, while others could claim only poverty.
None of them won the princess’ heart.

At last a young man wearing plain clothes and carrying a hemp bag
came before the throne. He said, “I am a poor handicraftsman. I own
nothing but this bag.” He then placed the bag on the floor, opened it, and
brought out all sorts of tools. “But, esteemed King and Princess,” he
continued, “please look at these tools. If I use this kitchen knife, I can be a
cook and make all sorts of fine cuisine; with these scizsors and this needle
and thread, I can make beautiful clothing; with this iron hammer [ can make
all manner of implements; with this saw I can make any furniture; and with
this brush I can write letters and compose essays. With these skills, I will




never be cold or hungry,

and no matter where I go

I can lead a full and happy
life.”

The princess heard this

and said happily, “I admire

your talents and believe in

yvour wisdom. You are the

one and only man [ am willing to marry!”
(A Uygur fable)

Moral
True riches are not gold, silver, or precious jewels, but
rather talents and techniques. Monetary riches can be lost
or completely expended, but talents and skills can never be
exhausted. These are truer and more reliable than monetary
wealth,




— Al i db oA PALE] bl i F i R ARV M e A RAL R ILAE) gkt
T EHIML BohPbidi 8 o R RiLL Hi—-ilindty
MLt e drFiAMEMT oL BT L R B rEsli sy B
FILy Feb B Tie fhipalieds: [ dsB:EoE ol
Hiof:? fRodFepei! |

M sdadts 0 [ skl ~freTeg; ! |

erFiAeiml: [ BRedadbeFideT i odad oo ds
Bidpirtee |

BLT LKD) F AR MRIET e Rakl BileLER
Mook ROl e sfE b ioh B bR oL B 8GR 2 B 50 1 0 f
Advekeadadtl 0 [ thodeailize® 7 didiAsde st Tifofoet.
R idoe TR R) | LRD el sffasb oo pkadieT 0 IRE
ek SF NS 55 ST

Fr—eERtF Ll RakeRistsde b0 B aaBia i koo 14
B —-F il MMt TiIR-ET i EERRY il
T o 80 0 B L 0 1M 00

Rekititakanil o [ - 4foFiiRiTie Folialiliis-T
— R4y RiTikeFeRizifs BrtreTiinotrLall L5
B BRLE A A AR BT L M A T e TRl T

A AL AR T+ #AKeReHE: [ oFr . Eodls)edps
MimiFi AL B R ¥ E-E. » BRI BRIKReZrmMEiELNAL
A=! |

( Bedtef -4 £33 )

[ BAK )

BER AR A R TIRL  Flo—Bkas o IS Teili &5
s %fﬂ%}ﬁ:‘ﬂﬁ'“ ﬂz‘M$3|t?:h'iJ-._3'ﬁ1-r frefs | Bod#Eems: BH-WE



AR B At B
| OB B - o = R R
oA =0 o il [ T
T+ 1 Hiseiametl iR -
A AR L L T AT L 2




Cooking a Bamboo Mattress

A northerner went to southern China to visit a friend. His friend was
delighted to see him and put on a great banquet in his honor. Among the
dishes on the table was a bowl of bamboo-shoot soup, something the
northerner had never tasted before. Trying it and finding it appealing, he
asked his friend, *What is in this soup? It is delicious!”

His friend said, “Bamboo shoots!”

The northerner thought to himself, “So after cooking, bamboo becomes
this tender and delicious.”

After a few days the northerner went back home. One night as he lay
on his bamboo mattress he suddenly recalled the bamboo shoot soup he had
tasted at his friend’s house in the south. He said to his wife, “Do you know
what? Southerners cook bamboo and eat it. It’s tender and delicious! In
the morning, take this bamboo mattress and cook it up for us, and then we'll
tryv it out with the children!”

The next morning, his wife cut their bamboo mattress into pieces and
put them into a pot of boiling water. But even after the bamboo pieces had
boiled for a long time, they did not soften or become tender.

The wife said to her husband, “Hmmph! You've been deceived, and
you've made us lose a perfectly good bamboo mattress to boot! I've spent
most of the day trying to cook that bamboo, but no matter what I do it stays
stiff and hard. Where is all this tender and delectable bamboo you've been
talking about?”

The northerner became very angry and said to his wife, “Darn! Who
would have thought that this southerner could be so mean to deceive me, an
old friend of his?"

(From Hsiao-lin)
Moral

If we do not thoroughly understand a thing or understand only half of it, going
off half-cocked will likely result in failure. The northerner in this story who could
not make bamboo shoot soup thought only to blame his friend for deceiving him,
but he should have known that his failure was because of his own inadequate
understanding. His efforts at duplicating the “bamboo soup” were absurd and
laughable.
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A Mean Dog and Sour Wine

A man once opened a wine shop. He was very courteous to his
customers and always saw to it that he was accurate to the last drop in
measuring out his wine for sale. His prices were fair, and the wine he sold
was of the highest quality. One would think, then, that his wine shop
would do a brisk business, but this was not the case. His business was
actually very slack, and only a few customers came to his door each day.
He watched as the unsold wine in his storage area accumulated day after day
and eventually went sour. When this happened he decided to go and ask
one old Mr. Yang, who lived in the same alley he did, what the reason for
this was.

“Old Mr. Yang, what's been going on here with me? What have I
overlooked or left undone, that my business should be this bad? Things
are s0 slow that my wine has all gone sour!”

*Hmmm," said old Mr. Yang as he stroked his long white beard. He
thought seriously for a few moments and then asked, “Do you keep a dog?”

“Yes, I do have a dog,” the wine shop owner replied.

“Is your dog mean?”

The wine shop owner said, “Yes, my dog is mean, but. ..” He still did
not quite see the connection. “My mean dog and my failure to sell much of
my wine couldn't be related, could they?”

Old Mr. Yang laughed and said, “If yvour dog is mean, people will be
afraid of it. Think about it. People take their money and their wine
containers to your store. As they approach your door, the dog charges at
them, barking and biting furiously. Who would dare pay your store a
second visit to buy your wine? No wonder your wine does not sell and has
gone sour.”

(From Han-fei-tzu)
Moral

Mo matter how good an idea or a plan is, it will be difficult to put it into effect
if bad people interfere with it. Han Fei used this fable to warn his king to be on
the alert for mean dogs in the state who would block his way, thus causing him to
be unable to employ talented people and making it impossible to implement sound
policies.
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An Impostor Gets His Just Deserts

A farmer took his son out to the foot of the Eastern Mountains to till his
lands. Suddenly a large rock rolled down from the mountain and crashed
into his son, killing him. The farmer was saddened and angered by this
and wanted to get even with the person who had rolled down the rock. But

who would ever own up to rolling down a rock that ended up killing
someone? He thought for a while and then came up with a plan. He lifted

up his head towards the mountain and shouted in a loud voice, “Who rolled
down this rock? The rock killed a large muntjac!” (A muntjac is a very
valuable type of deer without antlers,)

A yvoung shepherd boy heard this and hurried down the mountain.

But a swindler also heard this, and he also hurried down the mountain
and cried, “I rolled down the rock, and the muntjac is mine.” The impostor
and the shepherd boy arrived at the farmer’s side at the same time. The
impostor grabbed the shepherd boy and said to him in a fierce and mean
voice, “I am obviously the one who rolled down the rock and killed the
muntjac. You little thief, why do you come here to deprive me of it? Be
off with you! Saying this, he pushed the shepherd boy aside.

The shepherd boy cried and said, “It's mine . . ."

The impostor interrupted him and said, “Shut up! It's mine, and not
yours.”

The farmer said to the impostor, “Are you really the one who rolled the
rock down?”

The impostor said, “I rolled the rock down, I swear it."

The farmer said, “That’s good. Come, carry off the muntjac.”

After saying this, the farmer took up a stout rattan rope he had
previously prepared and tripped the impostor with it so that he fell to the
ground. Next, the farmer tied him up and bound him to a tree and began
beating him fiercely.

The impostor was greatly confused by all of this and cried, “Why are
you beating me? What is going on here? Aren't we going to go get the
muntjac?”

The farmer continued with his beating and berated the impostor:
“The rock you rolled killed my son, and now I will not rest until I have
beaten you to death!”




The impostor hereupon

realized that it was the

farmer’s son who had been
killed, and not a muntjac.

He cried for mercy, “Spare my
life! I didn't roll down the rock.”
The shepherd boy ran over and

said to the impostor, “Originally [
was going to say that my cow stepped
on a rock and caused it to roll down the
mountain, but you ecame along and said

vou were the one who rolled it down!”
(A fable from the Yi minority people)

Moral

Dishonesty will come back to haunt us. The impostor
in this fable was greedy and lied in an attempt to
get something for nothing. But he failed to get

a muntjac and instead received a sound beating.
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Jade

Once a farmer was plowing in his field when he discovered by accident
a piece of jade about a foot long. Not knowing that this was indeed a piece
of jade, he took it to his neighbor and asked him about it. When his
neighbor saw the jade he immediately coveted it and wanted it all for
himself. He said to the farmer, “This is an evil and mysterious piece of
stone. If vou keep it in your house, it will not be good for your family.,
You should take it to where you found it and put it back!”

The farmer half believed his neighbor, but he still kept the jade stone
with him and put it in a side room. That night, the members of the
farmer’s family all noticed a bright light emanating from the side room.
When they went to take a look, they saw the jade shining and lighting up the
entire room. When they saw this strange scene they were greatly
frightened and immediately ran to tell their neighbor.

The neighbor saw this as his chance to intimidate them. “This proves
that what I said was right,” he said. *“That is surely an evil and
mysterious piece of stone. Quickly get rid of it, before you bring disaster
upon yourselves!”

Upon hearing this the farmer quickly took the stone, ran off to a
faraway place in the wilds, and threw it away.

The next day the farmer’s neighbor arose early and ran to this faraway
place, secretly retrieved the jade stone, and presented it to his king.

When the king obtained this jade stone he called in his jade expert to
inspect it. The expert took one look at it and said, “Congratulations to
Your Majesty for obtaining this extremely rare and precious treasure! I
have never before seen such a precious piece of jade!”

The king was delighted and immediately awarded many pieces of gold
to the farmer’s neighbor. He also granted that he enjoy forever the salary
of a high official.

(From Yin-wen-tzu)
Moral

Some people use crafty and underhanded tactics to secure fame and riches,
and this is truly despicable. On the other hand, the farmer’s ignorance was a sad
and unfortunate thing. We need to look into things ourselves to get a clear picture
of them and should not readily believe just anybody. Otherwise, we may fall
victims to swindlers and scammers.
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The Monkeys Save the Moon

Omne night a group of monkeys were frolicking about in a forest, jumping
from branch to branch and tree to tree. When they had all jumped over to
a large tree, one monkey inadvertently looked downward, and — oh my!
He saw a well near the bottom of the tree, and in the well he saw a bright
moon shining at him.

This monkey cried out anxiously, “Oh no! Evervbody come quick!
The moon has fallen from the heavens and landed in this well!”

The monkeys heard his cries and guickly came over for a look. They
all gathered around on the tree, and a great hubbub ensued. They did not
know what to do.

At last, the king of the monkeys came and asked, “What is all the noise
and excitement about?”

“(Great King, take a look — the moon has fallen into this well,” they
answered in unison while staring at the well.

The king of the monkeys looked into the well and saw that it was as
they had said. “Hmmm,"” he said. “The moon is our good friend. We
must come up with some way to rescue it."

But the surface of the well water was deep down in the well, and their
arms were very short. How could they reach it? The king of the monkeys
scratched his head and rolled his eyes about until he finally came up with
something. “I've got it! I've got it! I have thought of a good way. I'll
wrap my tail around a tree branch and then hold onto another monkey's tail.
He'll in turn hold onto another monkey's tail, and so on until a chain of
monkevs reaches the water and we can save the moon.”

They all clapped their hands in approval and did as the king of the
monkevs had said. They grabbed each other’s tails until they formed a
long chain reaching deep into the well. Just as the last monkey was about
to reach the surface of the water, there was a snapping sound. The tree
branch could not bear the weight of all the monkeys and broke off. All the
monkeys fell down into the well.

(From Fa-yiian chu-lin)
Moral

We only waste our time when we act without having seen the true face of
things. This group of monkeys did not understand that the moon had not fallen
into the well, so0 they wasted their efforts in trying to pull it out. They went to a lot
of trouble, but they did not accomplish their goal and ultimately met with disaster.
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Pearl for Sale

There was once a man who wanted to sell a pear] that he had kept for
some time. Using the finest wood he made a beautiful box for it. He
perfumed the box with various spices until it was very fragrant, and then
decorated its interior and exterior by inlaying it with many colorful rubies,
emeralds, and pearly jades. The finished product was extremely
sumptuous,

He placed his pearl into the box and took it to sell at the market.
“Pearl| for sale! Pearl for sale!” [t was not long before a customer came
over and took up the box. He carefully looked at it for a moment and then
said, “This is certainly an exquisite and well-made box. How much would
vou sell it for?”
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The pearl| seller said, “I'm not selling the box. [ want to sell the pearl
inside the box.”

The customer opened the box and took a quick and ecasual look at the
pearl. “But I'm only interested in the box,” he said. “I don't really
want the pearl.” He took out the pearl and handed it back to the seller.
“Tell me how much you'll sell the box for,” he said. “And as for the pearl
— just take it back.”

The seller held the pear] in his hand and did not know what to do. He
had made the box only to help sell the pearl, and now somebody wanted to
buy the box and leave his pearl unsold!

(From Han-fei-tzu)

ME_‘!IBI

If outward appearances are too ornate, the true value and quality of something
can be obscured. People often overlook the important internal worth of things
because they are too preoccupied with beautiful outward appearances. We should
get to know clearly all aspects of things and not put the cart before the horse or
lose track of the main objective for the details.
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Yen Hui Sneaks a Handful of Rice?

Confucius and his pupils once left the state of Ch’en for the state of
Ts'ai. Halfway along their journey they were surrounded and captured by
people from Ch'en, who detained them and gave them no food. For seven
days and seven nights, Confucius and his pupils had nothing to eat and not
even wild vegetable soup to drink.

Later, one of Confucius’ pupils named Yen Hui finally got a bit of rice
from someone and quickly lit up a fire to cook it. Confucius was lying
down nearby and saw Yen Hui take up a handful of rice and eat it just as the
rice was almost fully cooked. When the rice was ready after a few more
minutes, Yen Hui took it and very respectfully and politely brought it over
for Confucius to eat.

Confucius pretended not to have seen Yen Hui eat a handful of rice and
said to him, “Just now I saw my deceased father in a dream. If this rice is
clean, I want to take it and offer it up as a remembrance to him.”

Offering up food in remembrance of deceased loved ones is a sacred
ritual, and food used for this purpose must be absolutely clean and pure.
Otherwise, it would be an affront to the gods and ancestors. When Yen
Hui heard Confucius ask if the rice were clean, his response was as follows.
“Uh, this rice is impure and cannot be used for offering up remembrances.
A few minutes ago some ashes fell into the pot and made the rice dirty. I
thought it would be a pity to throw the rice away, so I removed the dirty
part of the rice with my hand and ate it.”

Confucius heard this and came to a sudden realization of the truth of the
matter. He sighed and said, “We think we can believe our own eyes, but
seeing with the eyes is not always everything. We think we can believe our
own impressions, but impressions are not always correct. Pupils,
remember: truly knowing a person is not easy!”

(From Li-shih ch'un-ch’iu)
Moral

In knowing a person or understanding a thing, we cannot base our evaluations
solely on superficial observations or our own guesswork. We must thoroughly look
into the beginning and end of a thing and consider its causes and effects before we
come to a correct conclusion.
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Rub a Bell, Discern a Thief

Ch'en Shu-ku was a very clever and resourceful man of the Sung
dynasty. OUnce he was serving as a prefect in Fukien Province when a
person’s property was stolen. The police arrested a group of suspects in
connection with this crime, but all of them denied having any part in it.
Ch’en Shu-ku said to them, “None of vou will confess to the crime? Fine.
In the city temple is a very special and magical bell that can recognize
robbers and thieves. In a few minutes I'll use it to tell who the guilty one
i8.”

He had people bring the bell from the temple to the back courtyard of
his government office. In front of all the suspects he solemnly burned
incense to the bell, reverentially made ritual offerings to it, and offered up a

prayer. He then turned and said to the suspects, “This is a divine bell.

When people who have not committed thievery rub it, it remains silent.
But it will sound if thieves touch it."




Ch’en Shu-ku then had people surround the bell with a curtain and
secretly smear dark Chinese ink onto it. After this was done he said to the
suspects, “Alright! Each of you go in behind the curtain one by one and
rub the bell and see if it sounds!”

The suspects went in and out one by one as told. But the bell never
made a sound. Ch'en Shu-ku then told the suspects to hold out their hands
for inspection. All but one of them had hands stained with ink, and he sent
that one man in for further interrogation. As expected, this man turned
out to be the guilty party.

(From Meng-hsi pi-t'an)
Moral

Those who had not stolen anything were able to rub the bell with clear
consciences and no fear, so their hands were all marked by the ink. The guilty
thief feared he would reveal himself by making the bell sound, so he did not dare
rub or touch the bell. Ch'en Shu-ku knew that thieves have guilty consciences and
used this knowledge to solve this case.
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Shooting Down a Goose

During the Warring States period in ancient China there was a famous
archer named Keng Lei. One day he and the King of Wei were chatting in
a courtyard when he saw a goose fly by. Keng Lei said to the King of Wei,
“Great King, [ would need only to draw my bow, and without putting an
arrow into it [ could shoot down this goose and present it to you.”

The King of Wei did not really believe this and said, “Really? Is your
archery really that superb?”

Keng Lei responded, “It is indeed. Just watch.”

When the goose flew close by them, Keng Lei took up his bow, drew it,
and released the bowstring. The goose heard the sound of the snapping
bowstring, fluttered its wings a few times, and then fell to the ground. The
King of Wei said with great astonishment, “Marvelous! Marvelous! How
could anyone have such superb archery?”

Keng Lei then pointed to the fallen goose and gave an explanation.
“Actually, this is a solitary goose that has not recovered yet from a previous
wound inflicted by a hunter's arrow.”

The King of Wei was even more surprised and asked, “How on earth do
vou know that it is a wounded and solitary goose?”

“He flew very slowly and cried with grief as he flew,” Keng Lei
answered. “He flew slowly because his wounds were painful, and he cried
with grief because he had long been separated from his flock. He had not
completely recovered from his previous arrow wound, so he had a lingering
fear of the sound of a snapping bowstring. When he heard this sound just
now he feared that another hunter had once again taken a shot at him, so he
expended great strength attempting to fly higher and away from the arrow.
This re-opened his old wound, and when he could carry on no longer he fell
to the earth.”

(From Chan-kuo ts'e)
Moral

People who have been greatly frightened by something often retain a lingering
fear of it for a long time. When they meet with what they think is a similar
situation again they often dare not face it or else bring needless failure upon
themselves because of their fear. This is what Keng Lei did to the goose in this
story. Simply by snapping his bowstring he was able to bring the goose down.
This shows us that if we make a careful assessment of weak points beforehand and
take advantage of them, we can often achieve double the results with half the
effort.
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A Nobleman Hears Cases

A Mr. Chang and a Mr. Li got into a fistfight and finally went to their
nobleman to settle their dispute.

Mr. Chang said, “Nobleman, Mr. Li bit my arm.” Mr. Li said,
“Nonsense. He bit it himself.” The two of them stated their cases, and
even after quite a bit of questioning the nobleman was unable to determine
the truth of the matter. He finally announced a recess in the case and went
home.

At home that night he told his wife about the case. His very bright
wife said, “This is easy. Go see which side of the left arm the bite mark is
on. If it is toward the inside of the arm, he bit it himself; if it is toward the
outside, then someone else bit him."”

The next day the nobleman went again to court and looked further into
the case. He saw that Mr. Chang's bite mark was toward the inside, so he
declared Mr. Chang the guilty party and fined him five hundred ounces of
silver for slandering Mr. Li. People heard of this and praised the
nobleman for being such a competent judge.

A few days later a Mr. Wang and a Mr. Lin came to court lodging
complaints against each other. Mr. Wang said, “Nobleman, Mr. Lin bit my
nose.” With this, the nobleman had Mr. Wang come forward and inspected
the wound on his nose. Taking one look and seeing that the wound was to
one side of the lips, the nobleman applied his experience in the previous
case and pronounced Mr. Wang guilty of biting his own nose. Mr. Wang
arose and argued, “Nobleman, the nose is above the mouth. How could I
manage to bite my own nose?”

“That would not be difficult,” the nobleman said. “Couldn’t
you reach it simply by standing on a table?”

(A Mongolian fable)
Moral

Different things cannot always be judged according to the same
principle. If we do not understand this, we might be as comical in
our judgments as the nobleman in this story.
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A Man, a Wife, and a Cake

A friend once gave three large cakes to a couple. The man and his wife
each ate one cake, leaving one remaining between them. They argued
between themselves about who would get the last cake and finally agreed
that whoever spoke the next word would give the cake to the other who had
remained silent. With this they kept their mouths sealed for the sake of
the cake and did not speak at all.

Not long afterwards, a thief unexpectedly entered their house and
began taking one thing after another and putting it into his bag. The man
saw this but did not dare shout “Thief!” Instead he simply motioned with
his hands for the thief to get out. The thief laughed, saving, *Aha, so
yvou're deaf and dumb! I won't go until I've stolen my fill!"

The man heard this but still did not dare speak out. He ran into his
wife's room and pulled her out. His wife saw the thief leaving their living
room with his bag full of stolen goods. She shouted in a loud voice, “Thief!
Thief! Catch the thief!”™ But it was too late, and the thief disappeared
without a trace,

The wife turned and said angrily to her husband, “You fool! For the
sake of a measly cake you would see a thief and not ery out! You sat by and
for nothing allowed that thief to steal us blind!"™ Having heard his wife
speak, the man clapped his hands for joy. “Ha ha ha,” he said. “You
lose, vou wench! This cake is mine now, and [ won't let you have one bite
of it.”

(From Pai-yil ching)

Moral

If we are so concerned about small gains that we lose sight of the big picture,
we may encounter serious losses. In this story, the husband who wanted a cake so
badly that he stood idly by while a thief stole all his property was a laughable and
pitiful man.
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A Divine Turtle

During the Spring and Autumn period in ancient China, Sung
Yiian-chiin, the leader of the state of Sung, saw in a dream one night a very
untidy man with disheveled hair. This man stuck his head in through a
side door and said, “I am an envoy from a river god. [ was on my way to
see Ho Po, the god of the Yellow River, when I was caught by a fisherman
named Yii Ch’ieh.”

After Yilan-chiin awakened, he began dwelling upon the meaning of his
dream and decided to ask his soothsayers to interpret it. The soothsayers
said, “What vou saw was a divine turtle. If you ean obtain this turtle, you
should kill it and use its shell in soothsaying ceremonies. This will be very
auspicious for you.”

Yillan-chiln asked his attendants, “Is there such a man as one Yii Ch'ieh
among the fishermen?” The attendants replied that there was.

Yiian-chlin said, “Go and summon Y4 Ch'ieh to an audience with me."

The next day Yi{i Ch'ieh came to the audience. Yilan-chiin asked him,
“How has fishing been the last few days?”

Yii Ch'ieh answered, “I have netted a large white turtle more than five
feet in circumference!”

Yiian-chiin said, “Present this white turtle at once!”

After the turtle was presented to Yilan-chiin he had it killed and used
its shell in soothsaying ceremonies. Seventy-two predictions were made
as a result of these ceremonies, and every one of them came true.

When Confucius heard of all this he sighed and said, *This divine turtle
was able to convey a message to Yllan-chiln through a dream, but it could
not escape YO Ch'ieh's net. It had enough wisdom to make correct
predictions about people’s fates, but it was unable to escape its own doom.
From this it can be seen that there is a limit to how much wisdom can
accomplish, and there are things that are impossible even for gods and
gpirits. Even the wisest of men are no maich for the schemes of some
people.”

(From Chuang-tzu)
Moral

Mo matter how intelligent and resourceful men and even gods are, there are

still some things they cannot accomplish.
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Moving Away

A man in the state of Lu was good at making hemp shoes, and his wife
excelled in making silk hats, They had heard that the state of Yileh in the
south was a good place, and when they saw many of their friends move away
to Yiieh, they also decided to go.

A friend arrived as they were packing up their belongings. He asked
them, “So, are you getting ready to go on a trip?”

The shoemaker answered, “We are preparing to move to the state of
Yiieh in the south.”

The friend asked, “What are vou going to do for a living after you move
to Yiieh?”

The shoemaker said, “I'll make shoes, and my wife will make hats.
We'll sell shoes and hats for a living.”

The friend said, “No, that won’t do at all. If you try to get by selling
shoes and hats, you'll be so poor yvou'll starve,”

The man and his wife were surprised at this and asked, “Why?"

The friend said, “I'm very familiar with the local customs and practices
in Yiieh. The weather is warmer there, and the people are used to going
barefoot. They don't wear shoes, and unlike us in the north, they don't
wear hats on their heads. The two of you are good at making hemp shoes
and silk hats, but in Yiieh they have no use for these things. So who will
buy them? If you can’t sell your shoes and hats, you'll be so poor that you
won't even be able to put food on the table.”

The man and his wife could see that this made sense, so they called off
their plans to move to Yiieh.

(From Han-fei-tzu)
Moral

People or things are only useful if others have need of them. The skills of
the man and his wife in making shoes and hats were useful in the state of Lu,
because the people of Lu needed to wear these things. But in Yieh, where people
did not wear shoes or hats, their skills were worthless. So in applying our talents,
we should first be sure to find a suitable environment where they are needed. |If
we do not do this, our talents will do us no good at all.
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The Spring of Madness

Once upon a time in a small kingdom there was a very strange spring.
Whoever drank from it went mad, so people called it the “"Spring of
Madness.” But as luck would have it, this was the only spring for drinking
water in the entire kingdom. So all in the kingdom were madmen confused
in their speech and deranged in their actions.

Only the king himself had never drunk from the Spring of Madness.
The water he drank was from a specially drilled well, and for this reason he
was the only sane person in his kingdom. But it was precisely because he
had not gone mad that his words and actions seemed very strange to his
subjects. His subjects all had wild and disheveled hair and seruffy clothes
and wore their underwear on the outside and their outer clothing on the
inside., They would often wear one white shoe and one black. The king,
however, always washed and combed his hair neatly and dressed himself
carefully and tidily. When the soldiers got together they would always
fight with one another and frolic about, but the king would order them to
line up into squads and drill. When his subjects came before him they
would lie on the ground and roll themselves around while shouting wildly,
and the king would tell them this was disrespectful and have then arrested
and imprisoned. And so the madness went.

The people of the kingdom ultimately concluded that their king had
come down with some strange illness. They surrounded and captured him
and announced that they were going to subject him to medical treatment.
Some poked him with acupuncture needles, some burned him with
cauterizing agents, and some pried his mouth open and forced medicine
down his throat.

The king suffered greatly at the hands of his subjects. That night he
managed to escape from captivity and sneaked over to the Spring of
Madness. There he drank and immediately became a madman. When his
subjects saw that their king was now as crazy as the rest of them, they
rejoiced and believed that he had recovered from his illness. They
released him from captivity and gave him no more trouble.

(From Sung-shu)
Moral
Remaining sober and upright in this mad and distorted world is difficult.



Those who cannot do so are like the king in this story who

was eventually overwhelmed by all of the madness around him.
This story also reminds us that we should have a clear view of
the good and evil of things and not
be misled into evil by people, even
when they are very vocal and

in the majority.
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The Pompous Lion

A lion once hunted down and killed an elephant. He wanted to carry
the elephant home and store him away so that he could enjoy elephant meat
any time he wanted to. But then he thought, “This elephant is very heavy.




Who will come and help me carry it home?”

A hungry wolf caught scent of the elephant meat and came out through
the grass to where the lion and his elephant were. The lion saw the wolf
and said to him in a friendly and laughing voice, “Hello, Brother Wolf.
Would you like to eat some elephant meat?”

The wolf had been so hungry that his stomach was growling, so when he
heard the lion say this he began to salivate and drool. He said, "Great Lion
King, would you really be willing to let me eat some of your elephant
meat?” The lion said with feigned generosity, “How could I not? If you
will only help me carry thiz elephant home I will give you its tail. It's fat
and tender, and very delicious.”

The wolf heard this with some disappointment and thought to himself,
“How can [ move an elephant?” But suddenly he had a flash of inspiration
and came up with an idea. He said, “Great Lion King, I am very willing to
serve you. But there is a custom in the world you may or may not know,
Whenever anyone honorable and exalted carries something on his back,
there should always be someone humble and lowly bringing up the rear and
erying the way. If I were to lead the way carrying the elephant, you would
be in back bringing up the rear, and people would regard you as humble and
lowly and me as honorable and exalted. What can be done about that?”
can be done about that?”

When he heard this the lion, who had always been arrogant and
pompous, immediately said, “That won't do at all. I am king of the beasts
and the most honorable and exalted of all. I should carry the elephant in
front. You are humble and lowly, so you can only follow and cry the way.”
Having said this the lion, summoning strength hitherto unknown, carried
the elephant away on his back. The wolf brought up the rear and cried the
way, pretending all the while to be encouraging the lion onward. But
inwardly the wolf was laughing to himself.

After the lion arrived home he tore off the elephant’s tail and gave it to
the wolf. The wolf ate his fill, wiped his mouth, and walked away singing.

(A Tibetan fable)
Moral

When a person is conceited and pompous he may do foolish and laughable
things. The lion in this story was like this; he had a very high opinion of himself,
but actually he acted as nothing more than a porter or servant for the wolf. The
wolf took advantage of him in a big way.
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A Spear and a Shield

In ancient times the spear and the shield were the main weapons of
warfare. The spear was used for attacking an opponent, and the shield was
used to ward off the opponent’s spear.

There was once a man who spread out his wares in a marketplace and
hawked his spears and shields. In a loud voice he gave his pitch to the
assembled crowd: “Come, come, come buy spears, come buy shields!”
He took up a shield and said proudly, “Everyone look at this shield I'm
selling. It is the strongest shield in the world, and there is absolutely
nothing that can pierce it.” He put down the shield, took up a spear, and




continued. “This spear I'm selling is extremely sharp and can penetrate
absolutely everything!”

A person in the crowd piped up and asked, “Well, what would happen if
you tried to pierce your shield with your spear?” The seller was
dumbfounded by this question and could say nothing in response.

(From Han-fei-tzu)
Moral

The expression in Chinese for “contradiction” is mao-fun. This word is
composed of two characters: mao for “spear” and tun for “shield.” The word
is a direct allusion to this famous anecdote from the Han-fei-tzu, a book by the
ancient Legalist scholar Han Fei. The point of the fable is that two absolutely
contradictory things or propositions cannot simultaneously exist.

\
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The White Dragon Lodges
a Complaint

The white dragon was often ridden by the Emperor of Heaven and could
quickly and magnificently fly ten thousand li through the air with little
effort. One day when the dragon was at leisure and had little to do, he
looked down at the earth and the realm of mortals. There he saw many
small rabbits and chipmunks frolicking about playfully on the grass, birds
singing happily in the trees, and carefree fish swimming with complete ease
through the water. The white dragon thought to himself, “What a tiresome
and boring thing it is to run about in the heavens day after day! It looks
like so much fun down on the earth. I think I'll come up with some way to
slip away for a while and go down to the earth for some play.” With this
the white dragon turned himself into a fish and went down into a pond.

At this very moment there was a man spearing for fish on the bank of
the pond. The white dragon had just arrived in the realm of mortals and
did not know to keep his distance from the fisherman on the bank. As a
result, he was wounded in the eye by the fisherman's spear.

The white dragon held his wounded eye and fled back to the Palace of
Heaven. He went immediately before the Emperor of Heaven and lodged a
complaint. *Great Emperor of Heaven, | want you to judge my case. I, a
heavenly white dragon, was wounded in the eye by a mere mortal — a
fisherman on the earth. You must punish him for his thoughtlessness and
lack of respect!”

The Emperor of Heaven asked the white dragon, “Where were you
when you were wounded? And what had you turned yourself into at that
time?" The Emperor of Heaven well understood the white dragon and
knew that he often changed himself into different things.

The white dragon said, “Because it struck my fancy, I turned myself
into a fish and went down into the realm of mortals to swim about in a pond.
Right after I got there a fisherman threw a spear at me and wounded me in
the eye.”

The Emperor said, “So that’s the way it was. It is only natural for
fishermen to spear fish. You turned yourself into a fish, so what did you
expect? What was wrong with what the fisherman did?”

(From Shuo-yiian)



Moral

In making judgments we should objectively consider the conditions
surrounding the event in question. In this fable the Emperor of Heaven found the
fisherman innocent because he wounded what he thought was an ordinary fish; he
did not know that it was actually a heavenly white dragon. This story also teaches
us to maintain our own true identities. |If we do otherwise and simply change
ourselves any time the fancy strikes us, we might be like the white dragon and
bring down calamity upon ourselves.
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Yang Pu Beats His Dog

During the Warring States period in ancient Chinese history there was
a philosopher named Yang Chu (also called Yang-tzu) who had a younger
brother named Yang Pu. One day Yang Pu put on white clothing and went
out to do some work with a friend. When Yang Pu had travelled about
halfway to his destination it suddenly began to rain, so he ran the rest of the
way to his friend's house. Arriving soaked, he changed his wet white
clothing for dry black clothing.

Yang Pu returned home after his work was accomplished. As his dog
stood in the doorway and watched him approach, it barked at him
persistently. Yang Pu was greatly angered at this and berated the dog.
“You beast, you'll bark at your own master, will yvou? Well, watch me
teach you a lesson!” With this he took up a club and made ready to beat
the dog.

Yang Chu heard the commotion at the doorway and came out to see
what it was all about. He saw his brother Yang Pu taking up the club to
beat the dog and asked him, “What’s going on here? Why are you going to
beat the dog?”

Yang Pu answered angrily, “Wouldn’t vou find this infuriating? When




I went out the door earlier today, this beast wagged its tail at me. But now
that I've come home again, he has turned on me and is barking at me as if
were a complete stranger.”

Noticing that Yang Pu had changed into black clothing, Yang Chu
laughed and said, “Put down the club and don’t hit the dog. Think about it
for a minute — when vou left through the door you were wearing white
clothing, but now you've come back wearing black. So that’'s why he's
barking at you. If you were in his position, you would also find this quite
strange!”

(From Lieh-tzu)
Moral

We sometimes tend to blame others when their attitudes towards us change.
In such situations we should consider whether we ourselves have changed before
we bacome angry with others for treating us differently.
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The Learned Scholars
of the State of Lu

Chuang-tzu once went to visit Duke Al of the state of Lu. Duke Al said
to Chuang-tzu, “We have many learned scholars here in the state of Lu, but
there are very few of them who study Taocist concepts.”

Chuang-tzu disputed this and said, “No, you're wrong. There are very
few learned scholars in the state of Lu.”

Duke Ai heard this and disagreed: “Almost all of the people of Lu
wear the robes of learned scholars. How could you say that there are very
few learned scholars among them?”

Chuang-tzu said, “I have heard it said that learned scholars who wear
round caps on their heads should understand astronomy; that learned
acholars who wear square-toed shoes should be well-versed in geography;
and that learned scholars who wear jade rings should be good at managing
affairs and be decisive in their actions. But as I see it, the people who truly
have these talents do not necessarily wear the robes of learned scholars!
And, moreover, those who wear the robes of learned scholars do not
necessarily possess these talents. If you do not believe me, then I suggest
that you issue the following announcement all over your state: ‘Those who
wear the robes of learned scholars but do not actually have the knowledge
and talents of learned scholars shall all be put to death.” If you do this, you
will understand the truth of the matter.”

Duke Ai accepted Chuang-tzu’s challenge and issued this proclamation.
Five days later, there was nobody in the state of Lu who dared wear the
robes of a learned scholar save one man. This man stood at Duke Ai's
doorway, and Duke Al immediately summoned him to an audience. At the
audience, Duke Ai asked him many questions about important affairs of
state, and as expected, he proved to be a man of tremendous learning who
responded well to all of the questions posed by the duke. Chuang-tzu said,
“In such a large state as Lu, there is but one truly learned scholar. So how
can you say that there are many learned scholars in Lu?"

(From Chuang-tzu)
Moral

In looking at people and things we should not be deceived by outward

appearances. We should look deeply and clearly into inward qualities. In our



studies we should pursue true learning

commensurate with our titles or
claims and not strive for fancy
putward appearances or
exaggerated claims

or titles.
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Naming a Cat

A man once kept and raised a cat. He saw that his cat had a fearsome
look about it, so he named it “Tiger Cat.”

One day as he was entertaining several guests in his home he pointed to
his cat with pride and satisfaction and said, “This cat of mine looks very
imposing, doesn't it? The name I chose for it is ‘Tiger Cat."”

A guest said, “Although tigers are brave and fearsome, they are not as
imposing as dragons. Why don't you call it ‘Dragon Cat?’”

A second guest said, “The dragon is more marvelous than the tiger, but
a dragon can only fly in the heavens if it rides the clouds. So clouds are
better than dragons, and you should call this cat “‘Cloud Cat.'”

A third guest said, “Clouds can cover the heavens and hide the sun, so
they are indeed awe-inspiring. But the wind has only to blow to scatter the
clouds. It would appear that clouds cannot compare with the wind, so I
think it would be more appropriate to name your cat “Wind Cat.’”

A fourth guest said, “The wind can indeed blow in very fearsome ways,
but when the wind encounters a sturdy wall it is blocked. Walls are more
awesome than the wind, s0 a more imposing name for vour cat would be
‘Wall Cat.'”

A fifth guest said, “Walls can block the wind, but they cannot withstand
mice digging holes beneath them. When mice dig several such holes the
entire wall will collapse. The mouse eventually prevails over the wall, so
vou should call this cat ‘Mouse Cat.'”

The host could not help laughing at this point and said, “My, my! You
all know that mice fear cats the most. We've come full circle now, and I
conclude that the cat is the most awesome of all. I'll simply call a cat a cat
and dispense with all other additional names.”

(From Hsien-i pien)

Moral

We should be practical and not give names that ﬁu not match with the actual
qualities of things. This fable also teaches us that all things in the universe have
their strong and weak points,
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The Turtledove and the Ant

One day an ant was drinking at the bank of a river and fell in because it
was not very careful. It shouted, “Help! BSave me!™ At this time there
was also a turtledove drinking at the river bank, and it heard the ant’s eries
for help. The turtledove thought to itself, “That's a small ant, and I'll
never need any help from it. So who cares?” The turtledove pretended
not to hear the ant's cries and went on drinking. When it drank its fill it
looked again at the ant, which by this time was about to breathe its last and
sink into the water. More or less on a whim, the turtledove nonchalantly
tossed a tree branch in the ant's direction. The ant climbed up onto it and
was saved, and thanked the turtledove profusely.

After a few days the ant saw a hunter aiming a gun at the turtledove,
which was perching in a tree. The ant hurriedly erawled up to the hunter’s
neck and took a big bite from it. The hunter cried out in pain and drew
back, losing his aim and accidently firing his gun harmlessly into the air.
The turtledove, alarmed, flew away.

After a few more days, when the turtledove went into a vegetable
garden in search of something to eat, it was unexpectedly caught in a bird
trap. The more it struggled, the tighter the trap held. The turtledove
would have perished had it not been for the ant, which just happened to
walk by. The ant summoned a large group if its friends, and in a short
while they had bitten through the cords of the trap and set the turtledove
free.

The turtledove felt ashamed of himself. A while ago he had almost
paid the ant no mind and allowed it to die, but now, if it had not been for the
ant, he would not have survived. No longer arrogant and proud, the
turtledove had the ant come up to his tree and build a nest there, where the
two of them became fast friends and neighbors. It is said that this is why
ants build their nests up in trees.

(A fable of the Jingpo [Chingpo] minority people)

Moral
Good deeds beget good rewards. |If we do good things to help others, we
ourselves will also benefit and society will be peaceful and harmonious.
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