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Preface

The Chinese have a long history and inherit abundant
humanistic thoughts and wisdom. As time progresses, our
culture is becoming ever richer and more diverse, Whether
Chinese culture can take root and be passed down to fuiure
generations depends on whether we are faithfully writing
down the vast and profound contents of the culture and

promoting the education of overseas Chinese,

The OCAC has endeavored to sponsor cultural and
educational activities in overseas Chinese communities.
We have compiled a series of Chinese language textbooks
and put them in print. Theses materials enable overseas
Chinese to understand Chinese culture, raise their language
abilities. Despite of changes in time, they can still gain
ancestors” wisdom from history, and learn the Chinese

philosophy of getting along with people.

OCAC Republic of China(Taiwan)
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The Man Who Loved to Hunt

There was once a man who was fond of hunting. Ewvery day he packed
his bow and arrows and took his dog, Old Yellow, out hunting. But every
evening he would return home empty-handed. His wife and children would
ask him, “Did you get anything today?" He would always answer that he
had nothing to give them. When he met his friends and neighbors on the
street, they would often ask him, “How's the hunting been lately? Have
vou gotten a fat deer?” He was so embarrassed that he could not hold his
head up.

One night he sat down and gave his hunting failures some serious
thought. He thought to himself, “*I'm diligent enough; I leave home at the
crack of dawn and do not return until dark. My archery skills are fine —
much better than my neighbors’. So why don't I ever get anything when 1
go hunting?”

He thought and thought until finally he came up with the answer:
“Yes, of course! 0Old Yellow is too old. His sense of smell is bad, and he
can't run fast. He's of no use in tracking. I should go and buy a good
hunting dog." But when he thought of this, he began to worry. “Good
hunting dogs are very expensive. How can [ come up with the money?”

He stood up and paced back and forth in his house. At last he resolved
to earn the money to buy a good hound.

The next day he inguired of his friends and learned that plowing fields
was the best way to earn money. So he began diligently plowing fields, and
as he expected, his family gradually became more prosperous. When he
had saved up enough money, he went out and bought the finest hunting dog
available. He then resumed the hunting activities he loved so much.
Because his hunting dog was highly skilled, he was able to get amimals every
day and even became the best hunter in his village.

(From Li-shih ch'un-ch'iu)

Moral

When we want to achieve a goal, we should find the proper way of going about
it and then proceed fearlessly. This story uses success in hunting to illustrate the
point, but the same principle applies to other endeavors as well.
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Stewed Goose or Baked?

Two brothers were walking on the outskirts of a town one day when a
large goose slowly flew by. The elder brother saw it and cried excitedly,
“Look! What a large and plump goose that is! I'll shoot it down and take
it home and stew it, and then we'll have enough to eat for three days!®™ He
then took up his bow and prepared to shoot the goose.

The younger brother saw that the goose was indeed as large and plump
as his brother had said. But he said, “*Hold on, hold on. We should bake
this goose, not stew 1t.”

The elder brother lowered his bow, knit his brows, and said to his
younger brother, “What? Tell me, why is it that we must bake this
goose?”

The little brother said with a prim and proper tone of voice, “This 15 a
large goose that flies through the air, so we should bake it. If it were a
goose that merely walked on the ground, then we could stew it.”

The elder brother opened his eyes widely and said with some
frustration, “Says who? Where did you come up with this weird idea?
I've never even heard of it before. We're going to stew this goose. That's
what we're going to do.”

The younger brother said insistently, “No way, no way! This goose
must be baked.”

The two brothers thus found themselves locked in a stalemate, with
neither of them willing to back down. They finally went into the town and
asked a judge to act as a third party to resolve their dispute.

After hearing what the case involved the judge said, *You would bother
me with such petty matters! Be off! Be offf When you shoot down the
goose you can chop it in two. Bake one half and stew the other half, and the
dispute is resolved.”

The two brothers heard this and thought the judge spoke with great
wisdom. They returned to shoot the goose, but when they got to the spot
where they had last seen it, it had long since flown away. Where was the
goose that they would bake or stew?

(From Hsien-i pien)
Moral

If we engage in meaningless disputes and do not seize opportunities at the
right time and put forth diligent efforts to take advantage of them, we will end up
achieving nothing at all.
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The Monkey That Liked to Show Off

The king of the state of Wu once went travelling. He took a river trip
on a boat and enjoyed the scenery on both banks of the river. When he
passed by a tall mountain, he was suddenly of a mind to go hiking and
hunting on the mountain. He ordered his boat pilot to moor the boat at the
river's bank and then headed for the mountain with his attendants.

It turned out that this was a mountain full of all sizes of monkeys.
When these monkeys saw the group of people approaching, they were
greatly surprised and ran away or hid themselves. Only one of the
monkeys did not run away when it saw the King of Wu and his attendants.
Instead it began showing off, swinging on vines and jumping from tree to
tree. It was very pleased with itself as it leaped among the trees, trying to
show how cute and nimble it was. The King of Wu saw all this, took up an
arrow, and sent it sailing through the air at the monkey. To his surprise,
the monkey guickly reached out a hand and, without missing a beat, grabbed
the arrow right out of the air without hurting itself. The monkey held the
arrow triumphantly and waved it mockingly at the King of Wu. The King
was not pleased with this and ordered all of his attendants to fire a volley of
arrows at the monkey. The monkey died in a hail of arrows.

The King of Wu turned and said with a satisfied look to Yen Pu-i, “This
monkey really thought he was something. He arrogantly flaunted his skills
before me. But look at the end he came to. You should take this as a
warning:you must never be arrogant or put on airs before others!”

(From Chuang-tzu)

Moral

We should not arrogantly show off our talents in front of others. Many people
have failed not because they lacked talent, but because they showed off so much
that other people became envious and resentful of them.
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The Gluttonous Ants

A small hungry ant was searching all over the grass for something to
eat. A pangolin (scaly anteater) saw this and came over and asked the ant,
“Little brother ant, what are you looking for?”

The ant answered, “I'm looking for something to eat.”

“Ah, I see,” the pangolin chuckled. “The saliva on my tongue is
sweeter than honey. Come, give it a taste!®™ As he said this he stuck out
his long tongue.

The little ant saw the wet and sticky tongue but was too afraid to get
close to it. The pangolin coaxed him sweetly. “My, didn’t you say you
were hungry? Don’t be afraid — I mean only the best for you, Climb on
up and give it a taste.”

After the pangolin said this, the little ant was not as afraid as before.
It carefully climbed onto the pangolin’s tongue and gave it a taste. It really
was fragrant and tasty!

After the little ant had had a few tastes, it naively asked the pangolin,
“Big brother pangolin, I have many brothers at home. Could I go and ask
them to come here and have a taste?”

“Of course, of course. Hurry and tell them all to come on over. [I'll
treat all of you today!”

With this the little ant hurried excitedly home and called out a big
crowd of its brothers. “Everybody, come quick! There is something
delicious just waiting for us to go and taste!”

The ants heard this and hurried over to the pangolin in throngs. One
by one they all climbed up to taste the sweet-as-honey saliva on his tongue.

When the pangolin saw that all of the ants had climbed up onto his
tongue, he quickly drew in his tongue and swallowed them all.

“Ha ha ha,” the pangolin said with satisfaction as he wiped his mouth.
“So you think my tongue is sweet? Aectually, I find all of you quite
delectable!”

(A fable of the Yao minority people)

Moral

If we want to get something for nothing, we can easily be tricked. We should
be careful and on our guard when it comes to sweet temptations, because yielding
to them amounts to falling into a trap.
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The Unjust Judge

There was once a raven that lived on top of a large tree and a rabbit that
lived at the bottom of it. Every day the raven would disturb the rabbit's
peace by flapping its wings and flying about, showering the rabbit's
burrow entrance with snowflakes and rain water. And every night the
rabbit would disrupt the raven's sleep by scurrying about on the ground and
crying loudly. Because of these conflicts, the raven and the rabbit did not
get along well. Whenever they saw each other they quarrelled and blamed
each other for being inconsiderate.

They finally decided to go to an eagle and ask him to mediate between
them.

After the eagle had heard both sides of the story, he assumed a serious
expression and said, “You are both in the wrong. From now on, Raven, you
are not to flap your wings, and you, Rabbit, are not to open your mouth. If
gither of you make the same mistakes again, you will be severely punished.”

The raven heard this and immediately said, “But if I can't flap my
wings [ can't fly, and | won't be able to find any food to eat. Won't I
starve?”

The rabbit also said, *And if I can’t open my mouth [ won't be able to
eat. Won't I be unable to go on living?"

“ You are too disrespectful, " the eagle screeched. “You asked me to
judge between you, didn't you? So you must abide by my decision!”

By now the raven and the rabbit knew that they had not selected the
right judge. The raven wanted to fly away and the rabbit wanted to scurry
off, but they were both too late. The eagle stretched forth its claws and
with one claw grabbed the raven and with another grabbed the rabbit. It
then said in a loud voice, “Ha ha ha! It is my judgement that both of you
will make a fine meal for me!”

The poor raven and rabbit not only failed to get a fair judgment from
the eagle, but they were both eaten by it.

(A fable of the Yi minority people)

Moral
If we ask unreasonable people to make judgments, our cases will not be
cleared up and we will get no justice. We will only bring harm to curselves.
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A Painting of Fighting Bulls

The T'ang dynasty painter Tai Sung had always been known for his
paintings of bulls, His paintings of bulls and Han Kan's paintings of horses
were equally famous, and people would mention Han's horses and Tai’s
bulls in the same breath. A few hundred years later, during the Sung
dynasty, a cabinet minister named Ma Chih-chieh purchased a painting by
Tai Sung called An Illustration of Fighting Bulls, and he treasured it.

One fine and cloudless day, Ma Chih-chieh took out this painting from
its box and hung it up in the front of the main parlor in his house for the sun
to shine on it. When a peasant came by to pay his rent he took a long look
at this painting and could not help laughing out loud. Ma Chih-chieh found
this very strange and asked the peasant, “Do you understand paintings?
What is so funny about this painting?”

The peasant answered, “I am but a farmer and do not understand
paintings. But I do know a great deal about bulls. When a bull fights, it
always puts its tail between its rear legs, and not even the strongest of men
can pull it back out. In this painting, both bulls are fighting in full fury,
but their tails are high in the air. That is just not the way it would be in
real life!”

When Ma Chih-chieh heard this he was greatly impressed with the
peasant's knowledge and experience.

(From Tu-hsing tsa-chih)
Moral
People who paint bulls must understand the habits of bulls. It is the same

with other things as well. We should first seek true understanding and then act
afterwards.
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The Carpenter’s Son

In Tibet there was once a carpenter reknowned for his handicraft. He
had a son who was learning carpentry from him. The son was extremely
bright and quick to see what his father intended, with a minimum of
teaching. But alas, the son was impatient and also arrogant.

One time the carpenter told his son to make wooden wings that would
enable the son to fly. The son finished this project in good time. The
carpenter then said to his son, “In learning handicrafts you must have
patience and be open to new instructions. Don't be satisfied when you
learn a little, or you'll bring harm to yourself.”

His father’s words went in one ear and out the other. The son rushed
to take the wings and try them out, and quickly took to the sky. His father
tried to stop him, but it was too late. The son flew about freely and
contentedly, laughing happily to himself.

It eventually grew dark, and the carpenter’'s son became tired and
hungry. He wanted to come down, but did not know how to use the wings
to make a soft landing. When he remembered what his father had said
about being patient and open to new instructions, he regretted that he had




not heeded the adviee and learned how to land before taking to the air.

Eventually he became so frightened that he panicked. Not really
knowing what to do, he finally slipped off the wooden wings. Dropping like
a rock, the wings following, the son fell to his death.

(A fable of the Moinba [Monba] minority people)
Moral

In learning skills or studying we should be open-minded and thorough. If we
think we are great when we have come to a partial knowledge of something, we will
eventually bring harm upon oursalves,
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Pien Ch’iieh’s Diagnosis

During the Spring and Autumn period in ancient China there was a
physician originally named Ch'in Yileh. Because people were so impressed
with his medical skills, they gave him a new name, Pien Ch’iieh, after a
famous physician in very ancient times.

This Pien Ch'tieh once went to see Duke Hsuan of the state of Ts'ai.
He stood for a few moments before the Duke and then said to him, “I see
that you have a small problem with your skin. If you don’t treat it, it will
get worse.”

Duke Hsuan said, “I'm fine. I don't feel sick at all.”

After Pien Ch'iieh left, Duke Hsuan said to his attendants, "Physicians
like to treat people who have no illnesses. Then, when the patient has
supposedly recovered, they claim great credit for themselves.”

Ten days later, Pien Ch'ileh saw Duke Hsuan again and said, "Your
illness has already spread to your muscles. If you do not get treatment it
will worsen.” Duke Hsuan was unhappy when he heard this and
completely ignored him.

In another ten days Pien Ch'iieh called on Duke Hsuan ence again and
said to him, “Your illness has now spread to vour bowels! Get treatment
quickly! If you don’t it will become even more serious.” But Duke Hsuan
still paid him no heed and became even more displeased with him.

In yet another ten days Pien Ch'tieh made his last call on Duke Hsuan.
This time he took one look at the duke and then turned and walked away
without uttering a word.

Duke Hsuan was surprised at this and sent a person to ask for an
explanation. Pien Ch'ileh said, “When this sickness is on the skin it can be
treated simply by washing the skin with a medicinal solution and then
applying a hot compress. When it spreads to the muscles it can be treated
with acupuncture. When it spreads to the bowels it can be treated by
taking medicine that removes the hot elements and reduces the body's
internal temperature. But once it spreads to the bone marrow, the patient
can only obey the commands of the God of Death, because medicine can do
nothing more for him. Duke Hsuan’s illness has now spread to his bone
marrow, 8o I cannot do anything to treat him now.”

Five days later Duke Hsuan felt pain all over his body and sent for Pien
Ch'iieh. But by this time it was too late, and Pien Ch’iieh had already



defected to the state of Ch'in. Duke Hsuan died of his illness.
(From Han-fei-tzu)

Moral

We should heed advice about our minor mistakes and take timely steps to
correct them. |f we totally disregard the opinions of others and reject
constructive criticisms, our errors can become more and more serious until it is too
late and nothing more can be done about them.
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A Little Donkey Is Fooled

Once upon a time a donkey was told by his master to carry a bag of salt.
The donkey saw that the bag was not very big, so when it was placed on his
back he was surprised. “That's funny,” he thought to himself. “This bag
doesn't look very big, so why is it so heavy?"

He carried it for a while until he came to the bank of a river. The river
was blocking his way, and there was no bridge across it, so he had to wade
through the water. The water of the river soaked the bag of salt and
dissolved away the greater half its contents. When the little donkey got to
the other shore he could feel that the load on his back was much lighter.
He said happily, “So things get highter when they are soaked in water!
This is a great discovery.”

On another occasion the donkey's master told him to carry a bundle of
straw. The donkey saw how large the bundle was and thought to himself,
“Yikes! How can I carry such a big bundle of stuff?” But when the straw
was put on his back he found that it was not as heavy as he had thought it
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would be.

After walking along for a while he came once again to a river. This
river had a sturdy bridge over it, but the donkey, remembering his
“discovery” of how soaking things in water makes them lighter, quickly
went down into the water and waded across. When he got to the other side
he could see from his reflection in the water that the bundle of straw on his
back had indeed gotten smaller, but it was now several times heavier than it
had been when he started. He knit his brows and, gasping for breath, said
to himself, “Things should be lighter after they’ve been soaked in water.
So how come this bundle has gotten heavier after being soaked?”

(A fable of the Ch'ao-hsien [Korean] minority people)
Moral

This story teaches us three things. First, we should not judge things simply
by their appearances. Second, the same principle cannot always be applied to two
different things. Third, in doing things we should be down-to-earth and not seek
ways to get out of doing an honest day’'s work. This will help us aveoid having
supposedly ingenious schemes backfire on us.
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A Robber’s Trick

A traveller on foot once met up with a robber along a country road, and
the two began to fight. Just as they crossed swords, the robber
unexpectedly spat out a mouthful of water. This startled the traveller
momentarily, long enough for the robber to plunge his sword into the man's
chest.

Another traveller hiding behind a nearby tree witnessed this frightful
scene. He took up his bag and began walking towards the robber, feigning
complete ignorance of what had just happened. The robber, seeing another
traveler approaching, was delighted and thought to himself, *This is my
lucky day! Ihave just made a good score, and now here comes another easy
victim! I'll use the same trick and dispose of him as well!”

After taking in a big mouthful of water, the robber took out his sword
and attacked the second traveller. As before, the robber suddenly
attempted to spray the other's face with water. But the second traveller
was ready, and just as the robber was spitting he pierced his neck with a
spear. This time the robber's supposedly fail-safe method was ineffective.
His robbery attempt failed and he lost his life in the process.

(From Meng-hst pi-t'an)

Moral

We invite failure if we continue with old methods and take no precautions
against new dangers. Success will be ours if we can foresee future problems and
think of ways to deal with them.
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Cooling Off in the Shade

One hot day in the countryside, as the sun was beating down fiercely
upon the ground like a great ball of fire, a man whose head was covered with
sweat from his exposure to the sun spotted a tree off to the side of the road.
He hurried over to the base of the tree, rolled out a straw mat, and was soon
comfortably enjoying the tree's shade.

In the afternoon, as the sun gradually moved westward, the man moved
his straw mat to keep it in the shade. He thought to himself, “The shade of
this tree is really great. I only have to move my resting place every once in
a while to ezcape the sun.”

At length the sun went down behind the mountains, and with it the
shade disappeared. The man began to fret, but as he looked around he saw
more shade coming from another direction. This was because the moon
had come out from the east. The man then quickly placed his mat in the
shade made by the moonlight and continued to recline and rest. He kept
this up as the moon moved westward across the sky.

But the temperature went down during the night and dew formed on the
eround. Before long the man's clothing was wet, and by the time the moon
went down in the west he was completely soaked.

He began to sneeze as he walked home, and the next day he came down
with a cold from exposure to the dew. He became so completely bedridden
and so sick that he could not move a muscle.

(From Fu-tzu)

Moral

Shade from sunlight cools people off and makes them comfortable, but shade
from moonlight can only expose them to excessive cold and make them sick.
When objective circumstances change, so should our methods of dealing with them.
If we don't make these changes, we might well come to the same comical result as
the man in this story.
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Breaking Arrows

There was once a king who had twenty sons. Although these twenty
sons were bright and competent, they were also arrogant and did not get
along well with one another. Their frequent quarrels worried the king
greatly.

The king grew old, and one day became so seriously ill that he could tell
he was not long for this world. He summoned his personal attendant and
instructed him, “Prepare forty arrows and then summon all twenty of my
sons here.”

It was not long before all twenty princes came to the bed of their father
and awaited his command. The king then said to his sons, “Each of you go
and take up an arrow and break it.”

All twenty of his sons thought to themselves, “What is Father doing
this for?" But they all heeded the words of the king and got an arrow and
broke it. The king then said, “And now, my eldest son, go again and take
up twenty arrows, and this time bunch them up together and then break all
of them at once.”

The eldest son did as the king had told him, but no matter how much
strength he applied, he was unable to break the bunch of arrows.

The king then said, “Each of you give it a try and see who can break the
bunch of arrows.” They all tried, but none of them could break them.

The king then laughed and said, “My sons, do you understand the
principle here? Although there are twenty of you, you have all gone your
separate ways, Each of you by yourself is weak, like a single arrow that is
eagily broken. But if you unite, the nation will be strong and have no need
to fear being bullied. This is the lesson of the unbreakable bunch of twenty
arrows!”

(From Wei-shu)

Moral
Unity is strength.
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Kerplop!

Six rabbits lived in a papaya grove by the bank of a lake. One day a
ripe papaya dropped into the lake with a sound like “kerplop!” The rabbits
heard this and did not know what it was, but they were so frightened that
they took to their legs and fled.

A fox saw them running and asked, “Why are you running?” The
rabbits answered as they ran by, “The kerplop is coming!”

The fox also ran along with them, thinking to himself, “This kerplop is
surely some fearful monster.”

A monkey saw the fox running and asked him, “What are you running
from?" The fox answered, “The kerplop is coming!®™ The monkey also
ran off upon hearing this. The rumor continued to spread and several more
animals began running, including a deer, a boar, a water buffalo, a
rhinoceros, an elephant, a bear, a leopard, and even a tiger.

A lion standing at the foot of a mountain saw all of the animals running
by and asked the tiger, “Why are you running? You have claws and teeth
and great strength.”

“The kerplop is coming,” the tiger answered.

“And what is the kerplop? Where is it?"

“I don't know — ask the leopard,” the tiger answered.

The lion asked the leopard, and the leopard said, “The bear said so.”
The lion asked the bear, and the bear said, “The elephant said s0." The
guestioning went on like this, through the rhinoceros, water buffalo, boar,
and deer, until at last the fox told the lion, “The rabbits said s0." The
rabbits then said, “The six of us heard this frightful ‘kerplop’ sound. If
vou don’t believe us, come along and we’'ll show you where we heard it.”

With this the rabbits took the lion to the edge of the papaya grove. As
luck would have it, just as they got there another ripe papaya fell into the
lake and made the “kerplop” sound.

The lion then said, “See what the ‘kerplop’ 18?7 What is so frightening
about a papaya falling into the water? And to think that all of you ran your
legs off because of it!"

All of the animals stared at each other in relief and embarrassment.

(A Tibetan fable)

Moral
We should not be easily taken in by rumors other people spread. We must
seek verification ourselves in order to be certain of the trueness or falseness of
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Mr. Slow

There was once a man who was a slowpoke in everything he said and
did. He was so slow and dilatory in all of his actions that everyone called
him Mr. Slow.

One cold day, Mr. Slow and a friend were sitting by a stove reading.
The lower part of his friend’s gown somehow got too near the stove, and a
corner of it caught fire. Mr. Slow saw this and slowly and deliberately
stood up. He clasped his hands, gestured ceremoniously and said with
elaborate care, “Sorry to disturb your study. Iknow it is very rude. But
there is something I must bother you with for a moment.”

His friend looked up from his reading and said, “What is it?”

Mr. Slow knit his brows and hesitated for quite a while before saying,
“But I know you are a man of anxious temperament, so if 1 tell you this
thing you might get angry.”

His friend said somewhat impatiently, “Well, whether you tell me or
not is up to you.”

Then Mr. Slow spoke up again and said, “If I didn’t tell you, I'm afraid
I'd be letting a friend down, and you'd be upset with me for that.”

His friend could only say, “Well, then, you'd better tell me.”

Mr. Slow thought again for a few moments and then said, “I'll only dare
tell you if you promise to be magnanimous, relaxed, and not become
angered after you hear what I have to say.”

His friend could take no more of this and said, “Hurry up and spit it
out. No matter what you say, I won't mind.”

Mr. Slow said, “A deal is a deal, and you must absolutely not scold me.”

His friend once again made guarantees to this effect before Mr. Blow
finally managed with pedantic precision to utter the following sentence:
“The lower part of your gown has caught fire.”

His friend immediately stood up and saw that the entire half of his
gown had burned away. He said angrily, “Why didn’t you tell me this
right away? Why did you have to spend half the day cn preliminaries?”

Mr. Slow said, “See, I just knew you'd get angry!”

(From Hsien-i pien)
Moral

The degree of urgency should be distinguished in all things. Urgent matters
should be attended to immediately without a lot of niceties or ceremony. In such
cases, delays can produce much trouble.
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Mistaking a Toad for a Fine Horse

Po-le was a fine connoisseur of horses in the state of Ch'in during the
Warring States period of Chinese history. He recorded all his knowledge
of horses in a book called Hsiang-ma ching, a title which might be
translated “How to Tell a Good Horse.”

Po-le's son wanted to learn his father's skill in selecting horses. He
read in the Hsiang-ma ching the following description of a fine horse that
could run a thousand tricents* in one day: “The thousand-tricent horse has
a high forehead, bright eves, and four large, round, and sturdy feet.” He
thought to himself, “Oh, so that is what a thousand-tricent horse looks like.
What is s0 hard about this? I'll commit the description to memory and
tomorrow go out and find a thousand-tricent horse!”

The next day he left his house full of enthusiasm and set out in search
of a thousand-tricent horse. He repeated to himself from memory, “High
forehead, bright eyes . ... "

Before he had walked far he saw something in the bushes jumping about
and saying “Rrrribbit, rrrribbit." He bent over and grabbed it, and as he
took a good look at it he could not help but shout excitedly, “I've got it! A
thousand-tricent horse! A thousand-tricent horse! High forehead, bright
eves, and . . . . well, its hooves are kind of small, but maybe this is a baby
thousand-tricent horse!”

He held this “thousand-tricent horse” in his arms and ran two steps
for three all the way home. He bolted through the door of the house and
said excitedly to Po-le, “Father, look! [ have found a thousand-tricent
horse! It's almost the same as what's in your book, isn't it? It's just that
its hooves are not quite round enough or big enough.”

Po-le took one look and saw that it was actually a big toad. He did not
know whether to laugh or ery at how stupid his son was. He could only say,
“Ah, but what a pity. This thousand-tricent horse you have found can only
jump and frolic. It cannot be ridden.”

(From Yi-lin fa-shan)
Moral
If we do not put things to the test or do not take note of actual circumstances,

and instead merely abide by literal descriptions in a stubborn or doctrinaire
manner, the results of our efforts will vary widely from our original goals.

*Translator's note: A tricent is about one third of an English mile.
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The Fox As King of Beasts

One day, when a tiger was in a mountain grove searching for animals to
eat, he caught a fox.

The fox was not fearful after capture. On the contrary, he even began
to assume a posture of some arrogance. The fox lifted up his head and said
to the tiger, “Hey, you don't dare eat me. The Lord of Heaven has sent me
here as King of Beasts, so if you eat me you'll be going against his
commands and vou'll be punished.”

The tiger had not heard this news, but he dared not take any risks. He
said to the fox, “Are you deceiving me? How can | know that your words
are true?”

The fox said, “My, you're not well-informed at all, are you? All the
other animals have known about this for quite some time. When they see
me they are respectful and fearful and immediately run off.” The tiger
still did not know whether to believe this or not and asked, “Is that really
the way it 187"

The fox lifted up his head even higher and said, “If you still don't
believe me, come with me and I'll take you on a walk through the forest.
We’ll see how the animals respond when I approach, and then you'll know.”

The tiger agreed, and the two set out walking. It did indeed turn out
as the fox had said — all of the animals in the forest, whether big and strong
cows and sheep, or small and weak chicken and rabbits, all fled or hid when
they saw the tiger and the fox approaching. Seeing the animals run, the
tiger concluded that the fox had spoken the truth. He bowed deeply and
respectfully before the fox and said to him, “All of the animals are indeed in
awe of you. It is my fault for not being well-informed. I did not know
that vou are the King of the Beasts!”

(From Chan-kuo ts'e)
Moral

Some people rely on the power and influence of others to intimidate and
oppress the small and weak. They may look awe-inspiring, but actually they are
weak. Seen from another angle, the animals in this parable were afraid of the
tiger, not the fox. But the tiger could not see this, and so the fox deceived him.
This parable also satirizes people who appear strong and yet are unaware that they
are being used by others for their own advantage.
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The Oil Peddler’s Marvelous Skill

During the Northern Sung dynasty there was a man named Ch'en
Yao-tzu who loved archery. In his day he was probably the most skilled
archer in China. Nobody could match his skill, and he was very proud of it.

One day Ch'en Yao-tzu was practicing his archery in his yard when an
oll peddler walked by. The peddler was carrying two large oil jars from a
pole slung across his shoulders. He took an interest in Ch'en Yao-tzu's
archery and put down his jars to watch. Eight or nine out of every ten
arrows were reaching their target. The peddler looked on for quite a while,
not applauding but merely nodding his head slightly.

Ch'en Yao-tzu walked over to the oil peddler and asked him smugly,
“Old man, are you any good at archery? Isn't my skill something to
behold?"

The oil peddler said, “Well, it's nothing special. You've just practiced
until archery became second nature to you.”

Ch'en Yao-tzu took offence and said, *Well, vou sure talk big! You old
codger, you mere oil peddler, how dare you look down upon my archery
skills? I'll have you know that I'm the best archer in the world!”

The oil peddler chuckled and answered, “Sir, I am correct in what I say.
My experience in pouring oil has brought me to this conclusion.” As he
said this he took out an oil bottle and placed it on the ground. He then
covered the mouth of the bottle with a copper coin that had a small square
hole in the center of it. Next, he ladled out some oil from a jar with a spoon
and slowly poured it into the bottle. The oil flowed like a fine silk thread
right through the hole in the copper coin and into the bottle, and not a drop
of it spilled anywhere onto the copper coin.

Ch’en Yao-tzu watched dumbfounded, greatly impressed with the oil
peddler’s skill. The peddler said, “Sir, there is nothing wonderful about
this, either. It's just that pouring has become second nature to me because
I do it every day.”

(From Kuei-t'ien [u)
Moral
There is nothing mysterious about artistic or intellectual accomplishments;

they come through actual practice. As the proverb says, “Practice makes
perfect.”
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The Great River and the Droplet

One day a great wind began to blow. Soon there was thunder and
lightning and also much rain. A large river in the mountains quickly
swelled with rainwater, and pressing against its banks flowed down its
course with a great and frightful rushing sound.

The great river was well pleased with itself and said, “Look at how
great and imposing [ am! [ have matchless power, and all who see me are
respectful and fearful!”

A water droplet resting on the leaf of a tree heard the river say this and
responded in a soft voice, “Great River, what you say isn’t really true.”

The great river looked around and saw that it was a water droplet
speaking to him. The river became even more arrogant and said, “You
pitifully small water droplet, how dare yvou say I'm wrong!” The water
droplet replied in an unhurried voice, *You are now mighty and powerful,
but you would not exist had we “pitifully small’ Water droplets not gathered
together into dark clouds and fallen to the ground as rain. We raindrops
flowed into you, and that was how you came to vour present greatness and
power!”

The great river heard this and spit contemptuously at the water
droplet, saying, “Why, you insignificant little thing!® It then rushed on
downstream.

After the storm the sun came out every day and for several months not
another drop of rain fell. The water droplet had decided to teach the great
river a lesson. [t had told its companions to evaporate in the sun but not
gather into rain clouds.

Day by day the water level in the great river decreased until even the
riverbed was visible. The river was near to gasping its last breath and all
its earlier magnificence and power was lost.

(A fable of the Bouyei [Puyi] minority people)
Moral

Great accomplishments are often achieved through accumulated diligence in
smaller tasks. When we have accomplished something we should not be smug, but
should remember with gratitude those who have helped us along the way. As the
proverb says, “When drinking water, think of its source.”
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The Wind and the Tiger Run a Race

There was a tiger that lived in the forest. He was well pleased with
himself and sang this song as he walked along: “Who is the one with the
greatest prowess in the mountain grove? 'Tis I, the tiger. Who is the
fastest runner in the mountain grove? 'Tis I, the tiger.” But a voice from
the slope of the mountain said, “Who says you are the fastest runner, tiger?
I can run faster than you!”

The tiger looked carefully up the slope, and saw that he was being
addresed by a small smoldering fire. The tiger approached the fire and
said to it, “So it's just you, a thing with no legs! And you say you can run
faster than I! Let’s run a race, how about it? We'll see who is faster.”

The fire immediately nodded its head in agreement. The tiger then
said, *We'll start running on the count of three.” “Fine,” the fire once
again agreed. The tiger assumed the starting position and then cried,
“One, two, three . . ." But the fire remained standing and made not the
slightest move. The tiger was surprised at this and said to the fire, “The
race has begun. Why don’t you run?”

The fire answered, “No hurry. I want to wait for the wind. When a
big wind blows I'll start running, and then I'll beat you for sure.”

The tiger heard this and thought to itself, “Oh, so that’s the way it is.
I'll wait for the wind too, and it will certainly make me even faster!” With
this he sat down and waited for the wind.

Not long after, a great gust of wind blew from the slope. It blew so
hard that it bent the trees and grass. The tiger saw this and was the first to
run forward. But the fire, taking advantage of the course of the wind, soon
caught up with the tiger and passed him. Soon the fire had completely
surrounded the tiger. Having no place to run in the raging fire, the tiger
was finally burned to death.

(A fable of the Drang [Tulung] minority people)

Moral

Methods useful for other people may or may not work for ourselves. The fire
depended on the wind to spread, but the tiger needed its four legs to run. |In
trying to be like the fire and rely on the wind for the race, the tiger failed.
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Chess Playing and Kibitzing

Ch'ien Ta-hsin was a famous philologist of the Ch'ing dynasty. Below
is one of his experiences as he recorded it.

One time I went to a friend’s house. He was playing Chinese chess
with a guest, and I sat off to one side looking on.

The guest was not a good player and frequently made bad moves. I
could not contain myself and at times criticized him: “My! You're wrong
again! It's obvious that you should have moved there. Can’t you see?”
“Gosh, open your eyes! You're giving your opponent all the advantage!”
“See! T just knew that your last move was a bad one.”

After this guest had lost a few games he said to me, “You stand there
kibitzing and making all sorts of suggestions. Well, why don’t the two of us
play a game?”

I said with full confidence, “No problem. Let's play.” Icouldn’t help
thinking to myself, “Your performance just now was awful — nine of ten
moves vou made were wrong. I'll beat you for sure.”

It was to my surprise, then, that after a few moves this guest had
secured a very advantageous position for himself in the game. Halfway
through the game things became very difficult for me, while he was at ease,
playing with spirit and inspiration. After the game finally ended, we
counted the chess pieces and found that he had beaten me by thirteen
pieces. I was greatly ashamed to lose to him, especially when I thought of
how I had stood to one side kibitzing and criticizing while he played my
friend.

I learned something that day, and ever since have kept my opinions to
myself and not kibitzed when watohimig other people play chess.

(From Ch'ien-yen t'ang wen-chi)

Moral

It is easy for spectators or observers to criticize the actions of others, but
when we ourselves act it is more difficult to see our own faults clearly. Thereis a
proverb that goes as follows: Eagerly find we fault in others; reluctantly see we
faults in ourselves.
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How the Raven Came to Be Black

The raven and the magpie were once neighbors on very good terms.
They always hunted together and equally shared the food they got.

One time the raven and the magpie scavenged a small deer and divided
it into halves. They each took their half to their nests, but before the day
was half over the raven had eaten all of his.

The next day the raven feigned illness and told the magpie to go out by
himself to hunt. After the magpie had gone away, the raven sneaked into
the magpie’s nest and tore off a leg from the deer he found stored there.

That night the magpie returned and found a deer leg missing. He
asked the raven about it, and the raven, feigning ignorance, said, “You've
probably forgotten where you hid it. Look for it again.” The next day,
the magpie again went out to hunt as usual, and the raven once again
sneaked into the magpie’s nest and tore off the other leg to eat.

The magpie returned again that night and found the other deer leg
missing. He thought to himself, “The raven hasn't left his house all day
long. He ought to know who has been in my house. Could it be that he is
the one who stole my deer legs?” The magpie thought of a way to get to the
bottom of things. He dug out several holes in the remaining deer meat,
filled them with black pine tar, and then put the deer meat back into its
usual place.

The next morning the magpie left once again, and the raven happily ran
over to the magpie's nest. There he took up the remaining deer meat and
took several large bites out of it. As he ate he felt some sort of liquid
leaking out of his mouth and onto his body, but he paid it no mind. He
wiped his lips with his hand and then wiped his hands on his body. When
he finished eating — wow! his whole body was stained with black tar. He
hurried over to the river and washed himself, but this only made matters
worse and turned all of his feathers black.

When this thing became known, all of the animals came to see the raven
that had turned black. They pointed at him and laughed, and the raven
was so deeply ashamed that he quickly ran into the forest and hid.

(A Tibetan fable)
Moral
If we want to get something for nothing, we will ultimately come to no good



end. When people discover that we have been doing things that benefit ourselves
but bring harm to others, they will despise and ostracize us.



Eap S &

¥ 83 dg (R RS R B Tl Sl PR 8 A BE HL SNUEE 31
fie EFr—-@MELES X ME L0 ot By e <y o

RV LE SEA 36 LT RY SRR IAN $23T 38 STEP 3% T 31
®i? | BsEiMse

[ Eihs BLHMEGER IR | FF-E58 e

[ ey ARG RIS -FWRI? | BT rtapse

[ o= FiRIGIELE-!

FoEepeEidm-: [ ASHOBRIRI? MeF:- KHeefFi dpge
AN F LR Tl F L i g idh o BRI EL? ®mali
AT ARLR 4 I EBMRISLIRIELS-ELT ]

EoFrati 0 [ A HIB KL BrRAKARIPIHAFL
FALL Sl MR I R IE el MM B L
Bl ASMiSE— RSN RE o AL EhAe M ARV E LT
#Fee MmBRIPR] RAMRSLLNROARE RN B WIRL 0 Mg
AMEIHL e FaAMVBIiRir LBl oA Lik L He
AR BRI A CRRY, e & il LB AR S L R T
AR R A B R L e AT -RIRIE LD -E L

( Rs#tegr{ #dkeFr) )

[ HE ]

AL PR BIFLE-H—Ah ArERRL . TiESEA e BIE
R PRI e S AR R s — R AR BB - JE
- ot BMiHaEBLELE MG - ReMo @i~ W RIE
s WIB—-e WAL BI FRL M-S m B B
BiEE M MR EARIEAL - MLCIRTME- . BITIEIML B
iR b s A T o






&

What Is the Hardest
Subject to Paint?

During the Spring and Autumn period in ancient China, the king of the
state of Ch'i once had a painter come and paint his portrait. While the
painter worked, the King of Ch'i began chatting with him.

“What do you painting specialists think is the hardest subject to paint?”

“Dogs and horses are the hardest to paint,” the painter replied.

“Then what subject is the easiest?”

“Ah, ghosts are the easiest to paint.”

“Why?" asked the King of Ch'i. “Dogs and horses are animals we
see every day, so how could they be difficult to paint? And a ghost is a
strange and mysterious thing, so how could painting it be easy?”

The painter said, “That’s right. It is precisely because dogs and horses
are so common that they are so difficult to paint. Everyone knows exactly
what they look like, so if I make the slightest mistake in painting them,
people will spot it right away. So painting them is the most difficult.




MNow as for gimsts, they have no fixed or concrete image, and everyone has
their own i1dea of what they should look like., Some people say that ghosts
have horns on their heads, while others say ghosts have wings. 5till others
even say that ghosts have eight legs. So no matter how I paint an image of
a ghost, nobody will dare tell me I've made a mistake. Ghosts are
therefore the easiest to paint.”

(From Han-fei-tzu)

Moral

The most practical, familiar, and verifiable things are often the most difficult
to do well, while things that are unfamiliar or have no basis in fact are relatively
easy to do. We should do things as if we were painting dogs or horses. That is,
we should base our efforts on real observations and research so that they will tally
with reality and stand the test of time. |f we simply work as iIf we were painting
ghosts and do whatever we please or simply fabricate things

with no basis in fact, we have no real skill at all.
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Waiting at the Tree Stump
for a Rabbit

One day a farmer was working in his field. He saw a wild rabbit run
over from a nearby mountain slope, and in less time than it takes to tell it,
the rabbit ran headlong into a tree stump in the field. The farmer put
down his hoe and ran over to the tree stump, and there he saw that the
rabbit had broken its neck and was lying dead by the side of the stump.

The farmer took the rabbit and sold it in the marketplace for money.
He counted his money as he walked along and happily said to himself, “Ha
ha ha. [ sold that rabbit for quite a bit of money, and I didn't go to any
effort at all! Tilling the fields every day is hard work, and I have to wait
for quite some time before there is ever a harvest. Hmmm, I won't go out
into the fields any more. [I'll just stay near the stump and wait for another
rabbit to come along.”

The next day the farmer went out by the stump to wait. Two
neighbors walked by carrying hoes on their shoulders. They were
surprised when they saw the farmer waiting there and said to him,
“Neighbor, it's high time that you got some work done. What are you
doing just sitting there?”

The farmer told them the story of how he came by the rabbit the day
before and said, “So see, all I have to do is wait for another rabbit at this
stump. Then I'll sell it and won't have to worry about food or clothing.
Why should I go out into the fields and wear myself out?”

The two neighbors looked at each other, stifled laughs, and hurried off.

Day by day the farmer went and waited for another rabbit, and at the
end of each day he returned home empty-handed. When his neighbors
learned of this they made him the laughing stock of the village: *“That fool
is still waiting like an idiot for another rabbit to come along and crash into
the tree stump!®™ “Maybe next time he'll get a big fat cow the same way!
Ha ha ha!™ “If he keeps this up and doesn’t do his work, he'll starve to
death one day!”

(From Han-fei-tzu)
Moral

We should not hope that the occasional streaks of luck we encounter will

continue indefinitely. The farmer was very lucky to come by the rabbit, and it was



a very unusual thing. He did not understand the principle that “as a man soweth,
50 also shall he reap.” He set aside his regular work and dreamed irresponsibly
of getting something for nothing. As a result, he got nothing and was ridiculed by
people,




57 4

Akl i oA b TIEMIIAD » Hod iBhidp ARrth s
fot o Frilfh L Fade il B IR ST AT LOT gl 0 BT Sl Sk e 1104 AR D &
iR L B R R — R e

He—=R3 ' FeiiidrlifAn i -Biki- Bk
e Malii e [ LiFebibe (Raatie i b e i i R of s
Aok ims? |

[ Frdmeiedls | Rulh i st i b rRAE R iR 2ED
Beshidhidgce | Lsfoedefkibidtl

[ A5 ? | Tk SIRiGate BLFeL8 U F e
$h24h AR # b i i~ LR LS IRSRE -

Fr—Rifi v WM RB T il o ki sk imedlaR e
#i RURIA~—-BHIEIELN LT o Fed o LB MELT» K2 FL
AR LM I R ARL e IR R IR i T IR
E TR Sdg b B

[ s mhléar deifefeef: | (foablif el s m i b Lo L
FiMLc AIA NI A —min !

s FAE B 1T 3 ARG IE) I B CF bRl 0 ReLIFE
s E s rF iR v i BT 0 Ko eRL GikiF hlfrl
LR LB SSLEE ST SIS e SRRl TR Bt S S RF KT A
[ Rutr Frkr BaRpdrRAMMOIBHM e Bk ekl
Briufigigs! |

( wCBE+A 23k H T )

[ 85 ]

M e - WM H ey RrEali{FLA AR B
i E-BeB A BrE R AL L I B R o R E AT
HIZFES o WRLANSHE B 4l - o 5 1L 3 R T BT AL A — o






3

The Wild Boar

In the forest, the wild boar was well known for being ferocious. Many
animals feared him, but there was one animal that knew how to get along
with him, and that was the goat. So the wild boar and the goat were on
good terms with one another and were often seen together.

One day the boar and the goat set out for the bank of a lake to drink.
Along the way, the boar asked the goat, “Little brother goat, what do you
think the ugliest animal in the world is?"

“I don't know, but I think you are the most beautiful animal in the
world,” the goat said flatteringly.

“Oh?” said the boar, brimming with pleasure at the compliment. He
began to imagine that all the animals that passed by stole covetous glances
in his direction.

Before long they arrived at the lake, where the still and crystal-clear
water shone like a mirror. The thirsty wild boar lowered his head and
began to drink when suddenly he saw his reflection in the lake and cried out




loud, “Hey, little brother goat, come quick and look! You said you didn't
know who was the ugliest in the world. Well, come and take a look at him
here in the lake!”

The goat heard this and quickly ran over beside the boar to take a look.
He saw only the wild pig looking at his own reflection in the water: big
ears, long and fearsome white fangs, and blood-red eyes with a fierce look in
them. The goat cast a brief glance at this scene and said with a laugh, *No,
no, this is not the ugliest animal. Big brother pig, it is your own esteemed
countenance!”

(A Kazakh fable)

Moral

We should know our own true selves clearly and not easily believe the
flattering words of others. Flattering words are often at variance with the truth,
even to the point of being at complete odds with it. Such is the case with the way
the goat flattered the wild boar in this story.
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