?2 éﬂ%&
R E RN

IF ¥R R R—

~o
\









ETHRE MLBK

ARG BIMERIT T/ 0 AWM IEAIRA P E XL - FF R4 TR

FHM  EABNEEFELVEEXRBREFREIHFTZIA - TE#T
BEEXERER W FRLECER  KBASNEHFRA  BYAREL
BHTWE,F R THREERE LR TEFERET NEE AN EEHFERKE
BEF RBFFHEZER - ERFRE AETH P 2B AREBHE0E
o ARG EEMEREMTFOR > BHEEIEF RETHESEEHELSR > &
TRAYE G BT R SHENREFET X EBXYR AR aRL oY
MAXBREFLER  AERFEEIB HBHEEEL THEETERIEY
ZRRS 0 R A —TIE B AR K - TR 2T 0 G
RABERBE ¥ AR L E 2 LRI d  —RAHN — B TAAETE
ERNFABHERSTEANTF  MPEREFRGHICFE2235F 0 &5
A8 LBy AL F(ho * E/E N )/~ R/EF) - U AR & bk F (L1418 -
o i[5 Nh R N £/ & F) N B AL F AT A XL, 7538 F (hw AL EL ~ IR/3
W L/HE) BEdmAMR > BLFX "IRENME ,  MEEFHET RS
— R E o RHE R IE L AT AR TR HIERESNERE,  TH
RERARBFEELHN , ~ TEBBICFRFTFEREIE, ~ "TRFTERFTILEF
2% > "TEHROEIEXAERIS N TIEELAEEEEEZI OIS | EENME
M FER LR FA TEXFE > THERESE ) N TREEZ | g
% ORRERXFTER LM EBRIBGREALELYE -
BABAMAHKEA LR FTABILFADLB N E B EEXLEZATRE
ALEZERMFES  EEAKRZHEELE N BRULE £~ 2 F F4 b
JBAESUAL R 28 ~ Bl SULAIE ) N BB R XA Y MADERUEAT R RF £ —
HEPRANAE  ERFNZERLEFTARR AL ERZMALEM -
AemiEd "EERERT  HRELT 2T UBETEHHREAMZIHE
Veik BRI 2 BSBMAZERT  BERRLER ULBEFAHR
B MR A|E R KE) LB -




Chinese Characters — Our Cultural Treasure

One of the main missions of the Overseas Community Affairs Council (OCAC) of the Republic of China (Taiwan)
is to promote the continuing education of the Chinese language among our compatriot communities abroad. To pass
on this important cultural heritage, the OCAC has long been publishing educational materials printed in traditional
characters, in lieu of simplified characters, so as to facilitate the younger generation to learn and appreciate the artistic
beauty and innate values of the Chinese language.

Traditional characters have evolved alongside Chinese long history, and as a result, the characters have developed
into logograms through shapes, pronunciation and meaning, which closely conform to the traditional Six Principles
of Character (pictograph, ideograph, compound ideograph, phono-semantic compound, phonetic loan character and
derivative cognate). Approximatively 80% of Chinese characters are phono-semantic compounds, also known as
radical-phonetic characters, created by combining radicals on one side and phonetics on the other. Knowledge of these
facts makes the learning of Chinese characters much easier, and is just half the battle!

Traditional Chinese characters have been in use for 5,000 years. Ancient classics and historical documents
available nowadays are written or printed in traditional characters. Therefore, learning traditional characters can
break through the limitations of time, travel through eras without the boundaries of words, as well as comprehend
the treasure of civilization imbued with abundant human thoughts and wisdom. Additionally, a variety of calligraphy
styles, both symmetric and aesthetic, help shape traditional characters into a unique and scholarly art.

Dr. Chin-chuan Cheng, member of the Academia Sinica, has pointed out in his research that the maximum
number of words an average person may acquaint in a given language is about eight thousand. The simplified
characters promulgated in Mainland China cover merely a total of 2,235 characters, including 482 independently
simplified ones and 1,753 derived from simplified radicals and independently simplified ones. These limited number
of characters, created without solid origin, have lost the traditional picto-phono-semantic traits sine qua non to Chinese
characters.

Furthermore, another linguist, Professor Xian Li, has pointed out the limit of the simplified characters: “simplified
radicals cannot be deduced and applied to all,”  “symbols replacing radicals have no established rules,”

“independently simplified radicals cannot be deduced,”  “the use of homophonic characters in a different contexts
complicates the whole character system,”  “exceptions always found whenever simplification rules are applied,”
and “arbitrary simplifications destroy the logic of Chinese characters.”

The intricate implications of learning simplified Chinese characters result in an inevitable imbroglio of academic
research and linguistic application, jeopardizing related sciences such as paleography, historical geography and
historiography.

Due to current practical need and global trend, the proportion of traditional characters users has considerably
declined compared to that of simplified characters users. Yet learning traditional characters is nevertheless meaningful,
important and necessary, if taken into account the following perspectives: pedagogical efficiency, cultural creativity,
better understanding of Chinese traditional culture and history, cultural links to East Asian civilizations, involvement
in a global cultural outlook, and an aesthetic appreciation of inherent beauty of Chinese characters:.

It is our hope that by consolidating the learning of traditional characters, while providing simultaneously a
comparison table scoping simplified characters, we can pragmatically provide useful teaching methodology to the
overseas communities. By encouraging the study of traditional characters as a vector, and then comparing them with
simplified characters in textbooks, we are convinced that this approach will create the ideal environment for the
transmission of Chinese culture abroad, where both types of characters are currently prevalent.
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Lesson 1 : I Have Ten Fingers Lesson 4 : Are You A Student?

Da-zhong : I have ten fingers. Teacher : Are you a student?

One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Six, Seven, = Da-zhong : Yes. | am a student.

Eight, Nine, Ten. Teacher : AmI a student?
How many fingers do you have? Da-zhong : No, you are not. You are not a student.
Xiao-yue : I have ten fingers. You are a teacher.

One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Six, Seven, = Teacher :Is he a student?

Eight, Nine, Ten. Da-zhong : Yes. He is a student.

Lesson 2 : Let’s Practice Addition Lesson S : What is Your Name?
(Mathematics) Teacher : What is your name?

Da-zhong : What is five plus one? Da-zhong : My name is Wang, Da-Zhong.
Xiao-yue : Five plus one is six. Teacher : What about her? What is her name?
Da-zhong : What is five plus two? Da-zhong : Her name is Li, Xiao-Yue.
Xiao-yue : Five plus two is seven. Teacher : Who is Wang, Da-Zhong.
Da-zhong : What is seven plus one? Da-zhong : I am Wang, Da-Zhong.
Xiao-yue : Seven plus one is eight. Teacher : Who is she?
Da-zhong : What is eight plus one? Da-zhong : She is Li, Xiao-Yue.

Xiao-yue : Eight plus one is nine.

Da-zhong : What is nine plus one?

Lesson 6 : Where Are You?

Xiao-yue : Nine plus one is ten.
Da-zhong : Where are you?
Xiao-yue :Iam here.

Lesson 3 : You, Me, Him (Her) ‘ _
Da-zhong : Where is your pencil?

Teacher :1am a teacher. You are a student. Xiao-yue : My pencil is here.
Da-zhong : You are a teacher. | am a student. Da-zhong : Can I borrow your pencil?
Teacher : Are you a teacher, or a student? Xiao-yue : Sure.

Da-zhong : I am a student. Da-zhong : Thank you.

Teacher :Is he a teacher, or a student? Xiao-yue : You’re welcome.

Da-zhong : He is a student.

25,
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