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TCML-MN Shines at Asian Fair: Taiwan Black Bear and Glove
Puppets Capture the Attention of Thousands
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TCML-MN Shines at Asian Fair: Formosa
Black Bear and Glove Puppets Capture
Thousands

Talwanese American Heritage Week:
Language and Culture in Action

The Taiwan Center for Mandarin
Learning—Minnesota (TCML-MN) participated
In the Talwanese American Heritage Week
Celebration on May 19, hosting a “Language
and Culture” booth featuring Mandarin
programs, scholarship opportunities, and
Taiwanese cultural displays.

A highlight of the event was TCML-MN
student Michael Woodard, who served as the
event’s MC and demonstrated his Mandarin
proficiency through confident stage hosting.
His performance reflected the center’s
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commitment to lifelong learning and real-
world language application.

Asian Fair: Reaching the Broader Community

On May 30, TCML-MN participated in the 2026
Asian Fair, one of Minnesota’s largest
multicultural festivals, attracting more than
12,000 attendees. Staffed by 42 teachers,
students, parents, and volunteers, the TCML-
MN booth featured Talwanese glove puppets,
“Let’s Learn Mandarin” materials, and
traditional folk toys.

Visitors also enjoyed a Taiwan Cultural Trivia
Challenge, helping them learn more about
Taiwan while engaging with TCML-MN’s
educational and cultural games.

Formosa Black Bear and Glove Puppets Lead the Parade

TCML-MN joined the Asian Fair parade with a
lively team featuring a Formosa Black Bear
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mascot, Taiwanese flags, and colorful glove
puppets. The vibrant procession attracted
significant public attention and brought
Talwanese culture into the heart of
Minnesota’s multicultural celebration.

Building Connections Through Learning and Culture

Current students shared their Mandarin-
learning experiences with visitors, while
volunteer Jason Chen, former president of
the University of Minnesota Taiwanese
Student Association, introduced Taiwanese
glove puppetry and TCML-MN’s mission of
promoting language learning and cultural
understanding.

Many attendees also learned about TCML-
MN’s summer and fall course offerings
through face-to-face conversations and QR
code registration opportunities.

Strengthening Community Through Engagement
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According to Jerry Chang, TCML-MN Event
Coordinator of the Asian Fair project, the
event provided an opportunity to reach
audiences beyond the center’s traditional
community networks.

“Face-to-face interaction creates meaningful
connections that cannot be replaced by
websites or online searches,” Chang said.
“The event not only helped promote our
programs, but also strengthened the bonds
among our teachers, students, volunteers,
and families.”

Through these two events, TCML-MN
continued its mission of fostering lifelong
learning, open-minded cultural exchange,
and community engagement while building
bridges between communities through
language and culture.
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