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The Big Heart and Giving Spirit of kK=
Yung-San Akofng

At Taiwanese school, people can always lell what
generation you belong to by what name you call 25k =
Dr. Yung-San Liang. His contemporaries called him
Yung-San ahviaf (IT?R older brother); others who were
younger called him Yung-San apeq (FJ18; uncle); but —
the very youngest children were lucky enough to know
him as Yung-San akofng (FI/3; grandfather).

Yung-San akofng constantly made delicious food that
remlnded us of Taiwan: bafnthoo (R838; steamed bunL

aiwanese meatball), lenchlaang Jed)
(&BB; Taiwanese sausage), zhafmi (¥V48; Taiwanese

stir fry noodles), and his most famous creation, kiaam koe'nng-kof iﬁgﬁﬂﬂﬁi (ﬁ'
E¥E; savory cake) with bahsof BBk (AI%%; shredded dried pork) inside.

He always said he wanted to make it for the
children to eat—children always got first
priority. “When the children are done eating,
then the adults may eat! If the children don't
have enough, then the adults cannot eat!” he
g would say. But he was just joking, of course—
Yung-San akofng always made more than
enough for everyone.

How did Yung-San akofng know how to make
|| all these things? Well, he was a naturally
J| curious and inquisitive person with a big heart

and giving spirit. He overheard people at
Taiwanese school reminisce about eating zhoahpefng %k (8iK; shaved ice) on
a hot day, and BOOM! Suddenly, we had a shaved ice machine.

He wanted to share a Zhengbeeng iﬂﬂﬁii Ancestor's Day/T omb Sweeping Day)
tradition with us of eating luxnpviar (;#&}#; Taiwanese “burritos”) and decided, why
don't we make it ourselves? So the next time: Yung-San akofng visited Taiwan, he
watched and learned how people

made luxnpviar-phoee (8 & K

luxnpviar wrap). (This was before

TikTok and YouTube.) And when

he came back, he kept
experimenting to figure out the best
way to do it. Now, we continue the
tradition of eating Iluxnpviar for
Ancestor's Day, along with our
special “dessert” of ice cream,
cilantro, and peanut candy shavings
wrapped in a luxnpviar-phoee.

Yung-San akofng liked to come up with different treats that he thought our
Taiwanese school children would enjoy. One day, Yung-San akofng decided to
buy a new machine to make kee’nng-kngr B # ; crispy egg roll
cookies). It was so big and heavy to be shipped all the way from Taiwan! He
figured out a recipe and started bringing the machine to Taiwanese school to
make treats for all the children to eat as they came out of class.

Can you imagine the joy of coming down the stairs from Taiwanese class and
smelling something fragrant in the air, then seeing a warm, fresh, crispy egg roll
cookie made personally by our Yung-San akofng waiting for you?

The thing is, the machine gets really hot-so many people wanted to learn but
were afraid to try it! One of those brave enough to learn from Yung-San akofng
was Yu-Jung Chou, another pillar of our Taiwanese school community.

¥ One afternoon, Yu-Jung-jie was helping
Yung-San akofng make the egg roll
cookies. One by one, they came rolling
out of the machine. “One machine is too
slow!” exclaimed Yu-Jung-jie. “If we had
another machine, | could roll one over
here, then while I'm waiting, | could roll
one over there, then here, then there,
back and forth-it would be so much
more efficient!” She was just kidding
around and making small talk.

Do you know what happened’7 You guessed it.
BOOM! We had a second machine.

But that was Yung-San akofng. He would hear
a whisper of a desire, and he would make it
happen. Yung-San akofng was a dear friend
and a true father-figure to everyone at
Taiwanese school. He would do-and did do—
anything for our children and our community. He
always thought about our happiness and what
he could do to contribute to it. Nothing was too
big or too small.

Although he has not been with us since 2018,
we keep our promise to our beloved Yung-San
akofng and happily continue to make crispy egg
roll cookies. So, every time we eat a kee’nng-
kngr, let's remember to honor his memory and
emulate his big heart and giving spirit.

Tosia 2
Thank You, Yung-San Akofng!
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